G can, could, be able to
V -ed/ -ing adjectives
P sentence stress

A Failure and success

GRAMMAR can, could, be able to

‘If at first you don’t succeed, try, try, try again’ is a
well-known Engli&ih .‘;a}ring. What does it mean?

More recently other people .
have invented different ways |
of continuing the saying.

Which one do you like best?

If at first you don't succeed,
.give up

...blame your parents
..destroy all the evidence that you tried
..do it the way your mother told you to
..skydiving is not for you

l.ook at the definition of be able to. What other verb is
it similar to?

be able to (do something) to have the ability, opportunity, time,
etc. to do something: Will you be able to come to the meeting next week?

Read about three people who have tried (but failed) to
learn something, and complete the texts with A-G.

A Twas able to

B Not being able to

C Ijust wasn't able to

D I will never be able to

E [would suddenly be able to

F T've always wanted to be able to

G we would never be able to

Read the article again. Why did they have problems?
Have they completely given up trying? Have you ever
tried to learn something and given up? Why?

Look at phrases A-G again. What tense or form is
bhe able to 1in each one? What tenses or forms does can
have?

» p.138 Grammar Bank 4A. Learn more about can,
could, and be able to, and practise them.

» Communication Guess the sentence A p.105
B p.109.

Can you
speak French? No, I've
never been able
to learn a foreign
language.

lf ? Ve n eve r

een able to...

really wanted to learn. Maybe it was because of that
scene in one of the very first James Bond films, where a
beautiful actress comes out of the sea looking fabulous,
with oxyden bottles on her back - | could see myself looking
just like her. So, two years ago | booked a holiday which
included a week’s intensive course. On the first day of the
course | was incredibly excited. First we had two hours of
theory, and then we went into the sea to put it into practice.
But as soon as | went under the water | discovered that |
suffered from claustrophobia.’ do it. After
about half an hour | gave up. Every evening for the rest of
my holiday | had to listen to my scuba-diving classmates
talking about all the wonderful things they had seen that
day on their diving excursions. ? __joinin the
conversation was very frustrating.

| still love swimming and snorkelling, but | think that | have
to accept that * scuba-dive.

Bea, USA



dance salsa, and when | was working in
Ecuador there were free classes, so | joined. But the art of salsa
is to keep your arms still and move your hips, and | just couldn't
do it. When | hear music my arms start moving, but my hips
don’t. After about ten hours of classes * do
the basic steps, but | was dancing like a robot! | didn't give

up, but soon everyone in the class was dancing and | was just
slowly moving from side to side and counting out loud ‘one, two,
three, four’, It was a bit embarrassing. | was sure that one day
e do it — but that never happened. | can still

remember the first two steps and | still try to dance when | hear
a salsa tune - as long as nobody is watching!

Sean, UK

——

- A

...speak Japanese

love Manga — Japanese comics — and | tried to learn Japanese,
but | found it incredibly difficult and | dave up after two years.
| think oriental languages, which have symbols instead of
words, are extremely hard to learn for people who are more
used to Roman letters. Also my teacher, a Japanese woman,
didn't speak Spanish very well, which didn't help! She was a
very charming woman, but she was a bit disappointed with us,
and you could see that she thought that ™

learn. However, one day she invited us to dinner and gave us
some delicious traditional Japanese food, and since then | often
go to Japanese restaurants. So | learnt to love the food, if not to
speak the language!

Joaquin, Spain

PRONUNCIATION sentence stress

2/36)) Listen and repeat the sentences. Copy the
rhythm.,

1 rdlove to be able to ski.

2 we won't be able to come.

3 I've Never been able to dance.

4 she hates not being able to drive.

2/37))) Listen again. Make new sentences with the
verbs or verb phrases you hear.

)) I'd love to be able to ski. Ride a horse
gd love to be able to ride a horse.

)) We won't be able to come. Park
QE won't be able to park.

SPEAKING

Look at the topics. Choose two or three and think
about what vou could say for them.

hething new that you would like to be able to do.

1
=
[ s fi

iy

".:f ?ﬁethlng you are learning to do and that you hope you'll
' s00n be able to do well.

thing you think all young people should able to do
‘before they leave school.

Work with a partner. Tell him [ her about the things
vou chose in a. Give reasons or explanations for each

OT1C.

If“ I've never been able to ski, and now [ don't think I'll ever learn.
\ I always wanted to learn, but | don't ive near mountains...

By —

e
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5 READING & SPEAKING

a Dovouknow a m'hf_}d}' who 1~;|1¢:L1kf-; more than two
languages? Which I;mguagex do they 1':'-]']'{*.'-;1[-{? How did they
learn?

b 289) Youare going to read an article about Alex Rawlings,
who speaks 11 languages. Before you read, match the
languages below with words 1-11. Then listen and check.

English L_| Greek German
__ Spanish __ Russian Dutch
:__JT Afrikaans || French Hebrew
L] Cartalan _ lralian

¢ Read the article. Which language(s)...?

did he learn as a child

s he studying at university

a Look at the photo. Complete the sentences with
bored or boring.

]

2

3 does he like best

4 ishe planning to learn next
E

I Ths Rl did he wish he had been able to Hpt‘&lk when he was a child
e i as

S,

2 The audience were . SRR

6 was the first one he taught himself SRR
i
did he find the most difficult

-ed and -ing adjectives
Many adjectives for feelings have two possible
forms, either ending in -ed or in -ing, e.g. frustrated

=
and frustrating. H 4 E I h
We use the adjective ending in -ed for the person e s n Is ,
who has the feeling (I was very frustrated that |
couldn't scuba-dive). We use the adjective ending b t h k
in -ing for a person or situation that produces the u e can spea
feeling (Il couldn’t join in the conversation, which
was very frustrating).

b Read the information box. Then complete the

adjectives with -ed or -ing. lex Rawlings has been named the UK's most

I What do you think is the most excit _ sport to multilingual student, in a competition run by a
watch? ‘ dictionary publisher.

2 Whatsthomostamaz, scencry youveeyer The German and Russian student from London, who is
seens only 20 years old, can speak 11 languages fluently. In a

3 What music do you listen to if you feel video for the BBC News website he demonstrated his skills
depress ¢ by speaking in all of them, changing quickly from one to

4 Have you ever been disappoint___ by a another. Rawlings said that winning the competition was
birthday present? ‘a bit of a shock'. He explained, ‘| saw the competition

5 Which do you find more tir___, speaking advertised and | heard something about a free iPad. | never
English or listening to English? imagined that it would generate this amount of media

attention.’

As a child, Rawlings’ mother, who is half Greek, used to
speak to him in English, Greek, and French, and he often
visited his family in Greece.

6 What's the most embarrass  thing that’s
ever happened to you?

Are you frighten of heights?

. = G . $ R - . (| i
8 Doyoufeel very tir__in the morning: _ He said that he has always been interested in languages.
9 Who's the mostbor  person vou know? ‘My dad worked in Japan for four years and | was always
10 Do you ever get frustrat by technology? frustrated that | couldn't speak to the kids because of the

language barrier." After visiting Holland at the age of 14 he
decided to learn Dutch with CDs and books. ‘"When | went
back | could talk to people. It was great.’

¢ 238)) Listen and check. Underline the stressed
svllable in the adjectives.

d Ask and answer the questions in pairs. Ask for
more information.

860 4A
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d Lookatthe highiight‘.ed words and phraﬁt-s related to e Readthe grammar information box. Then CDIIlplE:l‘E:

language learning, and work out their meaning from 1-5 with a reflexive pronoun.
the context. Then ask and answer the questions with a
partner. Reflexive pronouns

He taught himself many of the languages with ‘teach
yourself’' books.

hlﬂgﬂilg‘f Hll‘-‘ﬂfl}'f' We use reflexive pronouns (myself, yourself, himself,

Do vou know any basic phrases in any other herself, itself, ourselves, yourselves, themselves) when

i the object of a verb is the same as the subject, e.g. He
taught himself Russian. = he was his own teacher.

We also use reflexive pronouns to emphasize the subject
language? Why? of an action, e.g. We painted the kitchen ourselves.

I Canyou or anyone in your family speak another

-

. : gl
hmgudgea.

Do vou have a permnal link to another country or

{d

4 Have you ever travelled to another country and felt that
1 1 allwaya test O NEeW rm'.ahular}' —it’sa g{}{}d

there was a real language barrier?
way to remember it.

5 Whart other language&s would vou like to be able to
& T B ) - g g ' o P2 - a = y
speak? Why? 2 My uncle built the house It took him three
years.
3 [ 3 Thislight is automartic. It turns on and off.
g
' 4 Did you fix the computer 2 Well done!
5 M}-‘ gister’s so vain! F_x-'er}-' rime she passes a mirror, she

looks at init!

6 LISTENING & SPEAKING

a (240)) You're going to listen to six advanced students
of English giving a tip which has helped them to learn.
Listen once and complete their tip. Then compare your
notes with a partner.

TP 1: Change the language to English on all
the  youhave, for example on
your_____ ., or |

TIP 2: Do things that you
, but in English.

%'] e ! TIP 3: Try to find an English-speaking

He taught himself many of the languages with ‘teach , or -

yourself' books, but also by watching films, listening to
: : : TIP 4: Get a

music, and travelling to the countries themselves. your phone

Of all the languages he speaks, Rawlings says that : =
Russian, which he has been learning for a year and a H TIP 5: Book yourselfa_
half, is the hardest. He said, ‘There seem to be more = = an -

i A | ially | o _

exceptions than ru!:ei .r?!e addeqf, II especially like , M TIP 6: Listen toas many _____ as
Greek because | think it's beautl u and, because of my possible in English, and then
mother, | have a strong personal link to the country and ~ them.

to the language.’
‘Everyone should learn languages, especially if they

travel abroad. If you make the effort to learn even b Listenagain. Try to add more details about each tip.
the most basic phrases wherever you go, it instantly -

shows the person you're speaking to that you respect ¢ lalktoapartner.

their culture. Going around speaking English loudly and « Do you already do any of these things?

getting frustrated at people is tactless and rude.’

The next language Rawlings hopes to learn is Arabic,
but ‘only once I've finished my degree and got some

Which do you think is the best tip?
« Which tip could you easily put into practice? Try it!

more time on my hands. For now | need to concentrate What other things do you do to improve your English
on my German and Russian, so | can prepare for outside class (e.g. visit chat websites, listen to audio
my finals.’ books)?

Glossary

finals the last exams that students take at university m m-



A48

can, could, be able to (ability and possibility)

can/ could

[ can speak three languages fluently.

Jenny can’t come tonight. She'sill.

My cousin could play the violin when she was three.
They couldn’t wait because they were ina hurry,
Could vou open the door for me, please?

e canisamodal verb. It only has a present form (which can be used with

future meaning) and a past or conditional form (could).
« For all other tenses and forms, we use be able to + infinitive.

be able to + infinitive

I Luke hasbeen able to swim since he was three.
I'd like to be able to ski.
[ love being able to stay in bed late on Sunday morning.
You'll be able to practise vour English in London.

2 Fortunately, | am able to accept your invitation.

My colleagues weren't able to come to vesterday’s meering.
) g ] ) g

a Complete with the correct form of be able to ([, [-).

or [7]).

['ve never been able to scuba dive.

1 Her mobile has been switched off all morning, so
talk to her vet.

2 Idon'tlike noisy bars. Ilike have a
conversation without shouting.

31 leave home when | get a job.

4 We're having a party next Saturday.
you _ - goiner

5 You need swim before youcangoina
canoc,

6 1'm going to France next week, but I don’t speak

French. | hate communicate with
penple.
7 Fortunately, firefighters rescue all of

the people trapped inside the burning house.
8 I'mverv sorry, butwe _____gotoyour
wedding next month, We'll be on holiday.
9 I'm feeling a bit worse. vou
contact the doctor vet?
10 The manager see vou right now
because he’s in a meeting.

(2 35)

Could you open the door
for me, please?

1 We use be able to + infinitive for ability and
possibility, especially where there is no form of
can, e.g. future, present perfect, infinitive and
gerund, etc.

2 We sometimes use be able to in the present and
past (instead of can [ could), usually if we want to
be more formal.

b thr.: correct form. Tick ¢ if both are possible.

§

Y

10)

—

‘d by | D

've always wanted to can ,’@dan:u salsa.

My little boy couldn't [ wasn’t able to speak until he was
nearly two vears old.

She’s much better after her operation. She'll can |

be able to walk again in a few months.

He hasn't could | been able to mend my bike yet. He'll
do it tomorrow.

It's the weekend at last! I love can | being able to go out
with my friends.

When we lived on the coast, we used to can [ be able to
go to the beach every day.

| can’t | 'm not able to send any emails at the moment.
My computer isn't working.

| could [ was able to read before | started school.

We won't can [ be able to go on holiday this year
because we need to spend a lot of money on the house.
Linda's really pleased because she’s finally could |
been able to find a part-time job.

Alex can | is able to speak Portuguese fluently after
living in Lisbon for ten vears.

<« p.34



Rob Four? That’s pretty young,

Kerri Yeah, the guitar was nearly as big as me!

Rob [think that vour new w album is vour best vet.
It's a lot quieter and more experimental than vour
earber albums,

Kerri Thank yvou! [thinkit’s my best work.,

Rob Sowhat have you been doing recently?

Kerri Well, I've been writing and recording
some new songs. And I've plaved at some of the
summer festivals in the UK.

Rob Andwhat are vou doing while you're in the
States?

Kerri I'mgoing to plav at some clubs here in New
York, then I'm doing some small gigs in other
places. [ just want to get to know the country and
the people. It's all verv new to me.

Jenny Good job, Rob. She isn't the easiest person
Lo interview.

Rob She's OK. And this video clip will work grear
online.

Don Well, thank vou for coming in todav, Kerri,
Now | suggest we have some lunch. Rob, could
vou call a taxi?

Rob Er, sure.
229))

Don 5owhen will vou be coming back to New
York, Kerri?

Kerri Oh, [ don’t know,

Waitress Higuys, isevervthing OK?

Don Yes. it's delicious, thank vou,

Waitress That's great!

Kerri New York waiters never leave vou alone! |
reallv don't like all this *Hi guys! Is evervthing
Ok stuff,

Don What? You mean waiters aren't friendly in
London?

Rob Oh, thev're very triendly!

Kerri Yes, they're friendly but not too friendly.
They don’t bother vou all the time.

Waitress Clanlgetyouanything else? More
drinks, mavbe?

Don Nothanks. We're tine.

Waitress Fantastic.,

Kerri Seewhat ] mean? Personally, I think people
in London are alot more easy-going. London's
just not as hecric as New York,

Don Sure, we all like peace and quiet. Butin my
opinion, New York is possibly... well, no, is
definitely the greatest city in the world. Don’t vou
agreer

Kerri 'lobe honest, | definitely prefer London.

Don Come on, Rob. You've lived in both. What do
vou think?

Rob Erm,well, I have to sav, London’s very special.
[t’s more relaxed, it's got great parks and youcan
cycle everywhere. [t's dangerous to cyvclein New
York!

Don Why would you cvele when vou can drivea
car?

Kerri Youcan't be serious.

Don OK.lagree, London has its own peculiar
charm. But it vou ask me, nothing compares with
acity like New York. The whole world is here!

Kerri Burthat's the problem. It's too big. There are
too many people. Evervbody’s so stressed out.
And nnhudn hasany rime for vou.

Jenny [don’ ¢ think that’ s right, Kerri, New Yorkers
are very friendly. ..

Kerri Oh sure, they can sound friendly with all that

‘Have a nice day’ stuff, But [ alwaysthinkit'sa
lirtle bit... fake.

Don You've got to be kidding me!

Rob I'm sorry. I'll just have to take this... Hello?, .
Yes... You're who?... The raxidriver?... Whart did
she leave? ... Her cell phone... right. OK. Yes,
we're still at the restaurant. See youin about five
minutes.

Kerri Thank vou for a nice lunch, Don.

Don You're welcome.
Waitress Thanks tor coming, guys! Have a nice day.

Don See? Nice, friendly service,

Kerri Maybe. But ] think she saw the big tip vou
left on the table!

Jenny Did vou mean what vou said in the
restaurant, Rob?

Rob Did I mean whart?

Jenny About missing London?

Rob Sure, Imissit, Jenny,

Jenny Heallv?

F.ob But hey, not that much! It’s just that moving to
a new place is alwavs diftficulr.

Jenny But vou don’t regret coming here, dovou?

Rob No... no... nocatall,

Jenny It's just that... vou seemed homesick in there.
For the parks, the cveling ..

Rob Well there are some things [ miss but —Oh,
hang on a minute. Look over there. Our taxi
driver's back.

Taxidriver Fxcuse me, Ma'am.,

Kerri Who me? Whatisit?

Taxidriver [believe thisis your cell phone. You
left it in my cab.

Kerri What?... Oh, wow... thank vou!

Taxidriver Have a nice day!

Kerri That was so kind of him!

Don Sce? New Yorkers are really friendly people.

2 40)

I One very easy thing vou can do is just change the

language to English on all the gadgets vou have,

for example on your phone, or laptop, or tablet.

That way vou're reading E1'|gla'-,|1 every dav and

without really noticing vou just learn a whole

lot of vacabular v, for example the things vou see

ON VOUT 5CTeen like Are you sure you want to shut

down now, things like that.

My tip is to do things that vou like doing, but

in English. So tor example, it vou like reading,

then read in English, if vou like the cinema,

watch films in English with subtitles, if you like
computer games, play them in English. Bur don’t

do things vou don’t enjoy in your language, I

mean if vou don't like nf.-.ufmi_J in vour language,

vou'll enjov it even less in Engh:-h. and so vou
probably won't learn anvthing.

3 Whatreally helped me to improve my English
wits having an Australian boytriend. He didn't
speak any Hungarian — well, not many foreigners
do —sowe spoke English all the time, and my
English improved really quickly. We broke up
when he went back to Australia but by then |
could speak precty fluently. We didn't exactly
tinish as friends, bur I'll always be g E_Iatrefui to him
for the English T learned. ‘-:mm tip is try to find
an English-speaking hoy friend or glrlﬁ'mnd

4 I've always thought that learning vocabulary
is veryv important, so [ bought a vocabulary
tlash card app for my phone. 1 write down all
the new words and phrases | want to remember
in Polishand in English and then when I geta
quiet moment | test myself. It really helps me
remember new vocabulary. So that’s my tip. Get
a vocabulary learning app tor your phone,

5 lthink one of the big problems when you're
learning something new is motivation,
something to make you carry on and not give
up. Somy tip is to book vourself a holiday in
an English-speaking country or a country
where people speak very good English, like
Holland, as alittle reward for vourself and so
vou can actually pracrise vour English. It's
really motivating when you go somewhere and
find that people understand you and you can
communicate! Last vear [ went to Amsterdam

]

for a weekend and I'had a great rime and [ spoke a

lot of English,

6 It voulove music, which L do, my tipis to listenn to as
many songs as possible in English and then learn
to sing them. [t's so easy nowadavs with YouTube.
First [ download the lvrics and try to understand
them. Then I sing along with the singer and tryv to
copy the way he or she sings — this is fantasric for
vour pronunciation, Thenonce candoivwell, [ go

hack to You lube and geea karaoke version of the
song, and then Ising it It's tun and vour English
will real |_1' 1 IMProve 4s a resu It.

'2/48)))

[ always thought thar good manners were always
good manners, wherever vou were in the w orld.

But that was until | married Alexander. We met in
Russia, when [ was a scudent there, and [ alwayvs
remember when | first met him. He came to my flat
one atternoon, and as soon as he came in he said

to me, in Russian, Nalei mnye chai— which means
‘pour me some tea’. Well, | gm quite angrv and | said,
‘Pour it vourselt'. T couldn’t believe that he hadn't
used a4 'Could vou.,.?" or a *please’. To me it sounded
really rude. But ‘i]u-.dmlerthlmmd that in Russian
it was fine —voudon’t have to add any polite words.

Some months later [ took Alexander home to
meet my parents in the UK. But before we went |
had to give him an intensive course in "pleases’ and
‘thank vous’ . He thought they were completely
unnecessary. | also told him how important it was to
smile all the time,

Poor Alexander - he complained that when he
was in England he felt really stupid, ‘like the village
idiot” he said, because in Russia if vou smile all the
rime people think that vou're mad. And in facr, this
is exactly what my husband's triends thoughr of me
the first time I went to Russia because [ smiled at
evervone, and translated every ‘please’ and ‘thank
vou' from E nglish into Russian!

Another thing that Alexander just couldn’t
understand was why people said things like, *Would
VO mind I_LI!H‘-:-IT'IE me the salt, 1-|i. ase?’ He said, ‘It's
{}111} the salt, tor goodness EJ_LE'! What do vou say in
English if you want a real favour?’

He was also amazed when we went to a dinner
party in England. and some of the tood was. ..well,
it wasn't very nice, but everybody — including me -
said, *Mmm...thisis delicious’,

In Russia, people are much more direct. The
first time Alexander's mother came to our house for
dinner in Moscow, she told me that my soup needed
more salt and pepper, that it dido't really taste of
anvthing. I was really annoved, and later atter she
left Alexander and | argued about it. Alexander just
couldn't see my point. He said, ‘Do vou prefer vour
dinner guests to lie?” Acrually vou know, Ithink

| do_I'd prefer them to sav ‘that was lovely” even if
thev didn’t mean it.

Anvway, at home we now have an agreement. [t
we're qpcakmg Russian, he can say ‘Pour me some
tea’, and not say ‘thank vou’ when I give it to him.
But when we're speaking English, he has toadd a
‘please’,a‘thank vou', and... a smile.

'3.8))

Parc 1

Interviewer W hat made you want to become a
refereer

Juan My ftather was a referee but that didn't
intluence me — in tact the opposite because [ saw
all the problems that he had as a reteree. Butasa
child [ was alwavs attracted by the idea of being
areferee and at school L used to referee all kinds
of sports, basketball, handball, vollevball and of
course football. I was invited to join the Referee's
Federarion when I was only 14 years old.

Interviewer Were vou gnnd at sport yourself?

]uan Yes, Jﬁd‘ad‘H_ﬂ good handball phx er. People
often think that referees become referces because
they are frustrated sportsmen, but this is just not
true in most cases in my experience,

Interviewer Whar was the mostexciring matrch
vou ever refereed?

Juan It's ditticult to choose one match as the most
exciting. | remember some of the Real Madrid-
Barcelona matches. for example the first one |
ever refereed. The atmosphere was incredible in
the stadium. But really it's impossible to pick just
one — there have been so many,

Interviewer Whatwas the worst experience you
ever had as a referee?

Listening 125



	Scan 34
	Scan 35
	Scan 36
	Scan 37
	Scan 125
	Scan 138

