
Media literacy. Manipulations in media: 
features and threats 

Lecture 4 
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Outline 
1. Key concepts of media literacy. 

2. What is manipulation? Manipulations in media.  

3. Manipulation techniques and how to detect them. 

4. Fakes as a means of manipulation 
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Media literacy 

The ability to: 
• ACCESS 
• ANALYSE 
• EVALUATE 
• CREATE 
• ACT 

using all forms                                                                                                   
of mass communication 
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Video 
• A film maker and writer Terry Jones discovered a colony of 

penguins, which are unlike any other penguins in the world.  

• Watch the video from the BBC official web-site: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9dfWzp7rYR4&t=5s 
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Your Brain Decides Without You 

 • In a world full of ambiguity, we see what we want to see.          
…Or what others want us to see… 

The Duck/Rabbit Illusion  
(by Joseph Jastrow) 
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Manipulation 
• How can you define the notion “MANIPULATION”? 

• the action of influencing or controlling someone to your 
advantage, often without anyone knowing it (Cambridge 
Dictionary); 

• intentional behavior driven by the goal of exploiting or 
controlling another person for your own personal gain 
(psychcentral.com). 

 



 
Manipulations in media 

 • Manipulation – a series of techniques of creating an image, 
argument or text that favours smb’s particular interests 
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Manipulation techniques   

 
1. “Sandwich” technique. Overlapping between materials of 
different kind, juxtaposition of positive and negative images.  

2. Referring to anonymous authority. No source is a bad source! 

3. Emotional appeal. Creating a certain emotional mood with 
simultaneous transfer of information.  

4. Using false witnesses and experts adherent to some ideas. 
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False experts and witnesses 
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Manipulation techniques 

 5. Underreporting of undesirable facts.  

6. Using euphemisms/disphemisms.  

7. Taking things out of context.   

8. Manipulations with numbers                                                                       
and images.  
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Manipulation techniques 
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Manipulating information 
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Manipulating information 

• Misinformation – false information, but the person or media 
disseminating it believes that it is true and does not want to 
cause harm. 

• Malinformation – information based on reality, but used to 
inflict harm on a person, organization or country. 

• Disinformation – deliberate creation and spread of deceitful 
information aimed at doing harm to smb. 
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Mis- 

Dis- 



Fake 
• deliberate distribution of completely false, fabricated or 

distorted information through media to influence public 
opinion. 

16 



Fake 

• deliberate distribution of completely false, fabricated or 
distorted information through media to influence public 
opinion. 
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Real news vs. fake news 

 
• Watch the video “Can You Tell Real News From Fake News?”: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ic7AyzKjI_4  

• Try to differentiate between real news and fake news. Count how 
many you have guessed correctly. 
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Types of fakes 
• Conspiracy Theory 

• Pseudoscience 

• Bogus 

 

• Propaganda 

• Clickbait 

• Infomercial 

• Satire and Hoax 
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Propaganda 
• Information that is spread to damage a cause or idea. It is 

not objective and appeals to the audience’s emotions. 

• Informing – informs and explains, BUT it does not offer 
solutions. Objective and unbiased.  

• Propaganda  –  informs,  explains, BUT also convinces, 
discredits, blames and manipulates. Evaluative, 
judgmental and persuasive.  
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Anti-migrant propaganda  
in the 2016 UK Referendum 
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Clickbait 
• online content whose purpose is to attract attention and 

encourage visitors to click on a link to a web page to foster rapid 
spread of rumor and misinformation online.         

(Rubin V. Deception, Detection & Rumour Debunking for Social Media. The SAGE Handbook of Social Media 
Research Methods, London: SAGE, 2017. P. 19)  

 

• Can be identified through certain linguistic                          
patterns: the use of suspenseful language,                     
unresolved pronouns, a reversal narrative                                              
style, forward referencing, image placement 

(Chen Y., Conroy N. J., Rubin V. L. Misleading Online Content: Recognizing Clickbait as "False News". 
Proceedings of the 2015 ACM on Multimodal Deception Detection, 2015. P. 15-19). 



Clickbait 



Infomercial 

24 

- political 

- commercial 



Infomercial 
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Infomercial 
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Infomercial 
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Satire and hoax 
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Conspiracy 

Source: www.rusvesna.su 
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Pseudoscience 
• statements, beliefs, or practices that claim to be both scientific and 

factual, but are incompatible with the scientific method. 

• alchemy, astrology, anti-vaccination, chemtrails, flat-earther theories 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                         (Source: Tyler Vigen, Spurious Correlations) 



Pseudoscience 



Bogus 

• news that is completely fabricated both in form and 
content  

• deep fake/cheap fake 
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Key issues to analyze 
1. Who is the author? 

2. Whо раіd fоr it? 

3. Whо mіght bеnеfіt frоm thіѕ mеѕѕаgе? Whо mау it hаrm? 

4. Whаt wоuld ѕоmеоnе lеаrn frоm thіѕ? 

5. Whеn and hоw wаѕ іt released? 

7. Іѕ thіѕ a fact or аn оріnіоn? 

8. Does the message appeal to emotions? 

9. Іѕ the ѕоurсе сrеdіblе, оr dо І nееd tо ѕееk аnоthеr ѕоurсе? 

10.  Are additional effects applied? (suspense music, camera angle, 
lighting, correlation of the visual and textual information, etc.) 
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Thank you for attention! 

• Based on materials developed by IREX, Academy of Ukrainian Press (AUP) and 
StopFake. 

34 


