
4A 
can, could, be able to (ability and possibility) 

can I could 

I can speak th ree languages fluently. 
Jenny can't conic ronighr. he's ill. 
My cousin cou ld play the violin \vhcn she \vas th ree. 
Thcv couldn't \Vair because rhey \vere in a hurry . 

• 
Cou ld you open rhe door for n1e, please? 

2 34 >)) 

Could you open the door 
for me, please? 

• can is a n1odal verb. It only has a present for111 (\vhich can be used 'virh 
future meaning) and a past or conditional forn1 (could). 

• For all other tenses and forms, \Ve use be able to+ infinitive. 

be able to+ infinitive 

I Luke h as been able to S\vin1 since he \vas three. 2 35 >)) 
l \Ve use be able to+ infinitive for ability and 

possibiliry, especially \vhere there is no forrn of 
can, e.g. future, present perfect. infinitive and 
gerund, etc. 

l 'd Ii ke to be able to ski. 
I love being able to stay in bed !are on Sunday morning. 
You'll b e able to practise your English in London . 

2 Forrunately, l a 1n able to accept your invitation. 
Mv colleagues weren't able to con1e to vestcrday's meeting. 

, J 

a Complete \Vi th the correct forn1 of be able to([±],[], 
or [!]). 

I've never been able io scuba d ivc . 
1 r Ter 1nobile has been S\Vitchcd off all n1orning, so I 

_ ___ __ talk co her yet. 

2 l don't like noisv bars. I like have a 
,/ 

conversation \Vithour shouting. 
3 I leave ho1ne \Vhen r get a job. 

4 We're having a parry next Satu rday. _ 
you _______ con1e? 

5 You need S\\·i1n before you can go in a 
canoe . 

6 ['m going to France next \veek . but I don't speak 
French. I hare _ comn1unicate \Vith 
people. 

7 f.orru nately, firefi gh tcrs rescue a II of 
che people trapped inside the burning house. 

8 T'1n very sorry, bur \VC go to your 
\Vedd ing next month. \Ve 'll be on holiday. 

9 1'111 feeling a bit \vorse. you 
contact the doctor vcr? , 

10 The1na nager _ _ 
because he's in a n1ccting. 

see you right no,v 

2 Vl/e so1netin1cs use be able to in the present and 
past (instead of can / could). usually if \Ve \Vant to 
be more formal. 

b Q the correct forn1. Tick ./ if both are possible. 

•• n Jl 

Jl 
•• 

J 'vc al\vays \vantecl to can /~dance salsa. 
J My little boy could11't / 1vas11'1 able to speak until he 'vas 

nearly t\VO years old. 
2 She's n1uch better after her operation. She'll can / 

be able to 'valk again in a fe,v n1onths. 

3 He hasn't could / bee11 able to n1end n1y bike yet. I le' ll 
do it tOITIOITO\V. 

4 I r's the \veekend at last! I love ca11 / bei118 able to go out 
\Vith n1Y friends. 

,/ 

5 \),/hen \Ve lived on the coast, \Ve used co can / be able to 
go ro the beach every day. 

6 I ca11 't / '11111ot able to send any en1ails at the n1on1enr. 
My con1purer isn't \VOrki ng. 

7 I could / 11•11s able to read before I started school. 

8 \\·e \Von'r ca11 f be able to go on holiday this year 
because \VC need to spend a lot of n1oney on the house. 

9 Linda's really pleased because she's f in al ly could / 
/Jee11 able to find a part-tin1c job. 

JO A lex ca11 /is able to speak Portuguese f luently after 
Ii,. i ng in Lisbon fo r ten years. 
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