erbs

The verbs must, can, could, may, might, will, would, shall, should and ought (to) are modal verbs. They

express meanings such as obligation, necessity, certainty, ability, possibility, lack of necessity, offers,
suggestions, requests, logical assumptions, permission, prohibition, advice and criticism.

Modal verbs:
do not take an -s, -ing or -ed suffix. e.g. She must study. (NOT: She-rrusto-study:)

are followed by a bare infinitive except for ought which is followed by a to - infinitive.
e.g. He may be ill. (NOT: He-maytobe+-) She ought to listen to you.

¢ go before the subject in questions and are followed by not in negations.

e.g. Can I talk to you? He couldn’t speak.

® do not usually have tenses. They can refer to the present or the future.
e.qg. You can call now. (present) You can call tomorrow. (future)

® O

© obligation - necessity - duty @ Jogical assumptions
must = it is your duty to do sth/you are obliged to a) positive logical assumptions
do sth | must = | am sure/certain

b) For negative logical assumptions we usually
use can't.

You must stop when the traffic
light is red. (= You are obliged to
stop when the traffic light is red.)

® prohibition
mustn’t/can’t = it’s forbidden to do sth/

you are not allowed to do sth/
it is against the rules / law

You mustn’t/can’t park here.
(= You are not allowed to park
here. It's against the law.)

a) They must be the boy’s parents.
(I’'m sure they are the boy’s parents.)
b) They can’t be the boy’s grandparents.

(I'm sure they are not the boy’s grandparents.)
® strong advice

must = | strongly advise you to do sth/

" You must

behave yourself
. at school.

® Must can only be used to talk about the present

or near future. We use have to when we need to
use other tenses.

e.qg. He had to work late yesterday, so he didn’t go to
the party.

present simple = must/have to
past simple = had to

present perfect = have/has had to
future simple = must/will have to

(= You really
should behave
yourself at school,
or you'll get into
trouble.)




MUS'I' - Hdve 'I-Ol _

‘Mustn't - Ne
Don'thave o

Have got to

¢ must = it is necessary to do sth
We use must when the speaker decides that
something is necessary.

| must find a
hotel to stay at
tonight. '

(The young man
has made the
decision himself.)

¢ have to = it is necessary to do sth
We use have to when
somebody else other
than the speaker has
made the decision.

I have to wear a |
uniform at work.

(Somebody else has
made the decision.) \ J

Questions and negations with have to are formed
with do, does or did.

® Must and have to have different meanings in
questions.

Compare the following examples:

Must | do my
homework now?
h

(The boy wants to know
whether his mother
insists on his doing his
homework right away.)

Do | have to type

rg ;’ 3 these letters now?
T\

y 4 (The secretary wants
> POKD & I'f to know whether it is

r;)‘\ o !J '\ necessary for her

® to type the letters right
P e .r\ /‘ away.)

€ Have got to has the same meaning as have to,
and it is usually used in everyday speech.

e.q. ‘Sorry! I've got to go now. My bus leaves in a
few minutes.’

ZF ¥
T

o i

¢ mustn’t = ltlﬂorblddontodosthlyoumnol

allowed to do sth
We use musitn’t to
express prohibition.

They mustn’t play on
the railway track.
(Playing on the railway
track is forbidden.)

€ needn’t = It isn't necessary to do sth

We use needn’t to express lack of necessity.
We can also use don'V/ |
doesn't need to or

don't/doesn’t have to
for the same purpose.

The farmer needn’t/
doesn’t need to/
doesn’t have to buy
any eggs. (= Itisn't
necessary for the farmer
to buy any eggs.)

Fill in the gaps with mustn't or needn’t/
don’t have to.

A: Shall | help you with your shopping?

B: No, you ...neednt/dont have to. | can manage
by myself.

Al YOU oo play football
inside the house.

B: I'm sorry. I'll go outside.

A: Do you want anything from the supermarket?
B: NO,YOU ..., get me anything
today, thank you.I'm going out myself later.

A: You ........... be late for work tomorrow morning.

B: | know. I'll try to arrive early.

A YOU .o, take these books
out of the library.

B: | know. It's forbidden.

A: Shall | make an appointment for you at the

dentist’s?
B: NO,YOU ..o llldo it
myself next week.

27



arbs

Rephrase the following sentences

using must, mustn’t, needn’t, has to or
doesn’t have to.

You aren’t allowed to park your car in the college
car park.

..You mustn't park your car in the college car park....
| strongly advise you to speak to your parents about
V2o U] ge [=To7 1] [o] o [P TP

It isn’t necessary for Emma to attend tomorrow’s staft
MEELING. .o

Jack is obliged to wear a suit and a tie at work
because the manager says SO. ......coevvevvvinveiennennnnn..
I’'m sure Antonio is from Milan. ................ooil
It’s necessary for Roger to find a job soon.

Susan is obliged to work overtime because her boss
SAYS SO. 1euiitiiitiii et

lack of necessity -

2 dcl'l‘tnoodto+hm=|thanotnmyb

do sth

It shows that an action did not happen in the past
because we knew it was not necessary.

They didn’t need to cut

any more wood.
(=It wasn't necessary

for them to cut any more
wood, so they didnt).

Yy
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¢ noodn‘thavo+putpaftlelp|o=|tm

essary to do sth, but it was done
It shows that an action
happened in the past,
even though it was not
necessary.

You needn’t hav
bought me a gift.

(= It wasn't necessary for
him to buy her a gift, but
he did.)

@ Rephrase the following sentences using

didn’t need to or needn’t have done.

It wasn’t necessary for him to wash the car. It wasn't
dirty.
...He didn't need to wash thecar.........................

It wasn't necessary for her to buy so many oranges,
but she did.

It wasn't necessary for us to take an umbrella. It
wasn't raining.

It wasn’t necessary for us to turn on the light. It wasn't
dark.

It wasn’t necessary for you to make sandwiches for
me, but you did.

It wasn’t necessary for them to make reservations at
the restaurant, but they did.

o Rewrite the sentences using the word
in bold.

It isn’t necessary for Mark to buy new clothes for the
reception.

need ..Mark doesn't need to/neednt buy new
clothes for the reception........................

You aren’t allowed to pick these flowers.

MUSE

Sarah is obliged to type her compositions at univer-

Sity.

NS s

It wasn’t necessary for Paula to make the beds.

NeCA ...

It is your duty to obey the law.

MUSE

It wasn’'t necessary for Bob to wait for me, but he

did.

NECA .

It is forbidden to throw litter on the beach.

MUSE

I'm sure Ronald is at home.

MUSE

It wasn’t necessary for Alice to bake a cake for the
party.
NECA s

It wasn’t necessary for George to stay at work late
last night, but he did.
AV



' Can/Could

& ability in the present
can = | am able to

® giving/refusing permission
a) can/may = you are allowed to do sth
May is more formal than can.

b) can't/mustn’t/may not = you are not allowed to

He can fly an do sth
aeroplane. May not is formal and is usually used in written
notices.

& ability in the past
could = used to be able to (past repeated action)

7 You can't see
Kim tonight, but you

l Iould Ski ~ | can see her tomor- |:
' O Q row If you like.
very well when | _ \_ %

Iwas young. | e ()

YOU MAY NOT
LEAVE YOUR
LUGGAGE HERE.

. @ offers B
Can/Could/Shall | ...7 == _4
= Would you like me L

80 et -
We use these struc-
tures when we offer 7
to do something. |

® asking permission :
Can/Could/May/Might | ...? = Do you/Would you |
mind if ...? :
We use these structures to ask permission to do
something. Could and may are more polite than

can. Might is formal. | = —", @a n/Could/Sh allN
T | get you anything | 4
a) (informal) from the super- |-
\_  market?
Can/ go

swimming?

@ suggestions
We can/could .../Shall we ...? = Let’s .../
How about ...?/What about ...?/Why don't we ...?

No, you
cant.

b) (more formal)

" Could/May/Might \"|
| have a look at this %
report?

" What o)
| shall we do

tomght” ,- Tm

o
~ We can/could

We normally reply with ‘Certainly.’/'Of course.’/ |
go to the cinema.

‘Why not.’/‘No, I’'m afraid you can't.’




rbs

® requests b) could/might + perfect infinitive = it was possi-
Can/Could/Will/Would you ...? ble, but it didn’t happen

We use these structures when we ask some-

body to do something for us. Would and could
are more

polite than can !‘ _—- Bl
and Wi". : . ‘ :
J I ' 1 |

/" Can/Could/Will/
Would you help me
with my French home-
\_ work please?

{4 & 3

Of course.

We normally reply with ‘Certainly’/‘Of?ourse’/
‘I'm sorry, but | can’t.’

Yesterday, there was a terrible accident.

The driver could have been killed.
(Luckily, he wasn't.)

® negative logical assumptions ¢

can't = I'm sure/certain that sth isn’t true/real,
etc.

Can is used in the present. Could is the past
tense of can. We use be able to to form all the
other tenses.

e.qg. | will be able to get a job when | finish school.
For positive logical assumptions we do not use

can’t; we use must. present simple: can, am/is/are able to
past simple: could, was/were able to
present perfect: have/has been able to
past perfect: had been able to

future simple: will be able to

future perfect: will have been able to

Fill in the gaps with an appropriate modal
verb. Then, say what they express in each

sentence.
a) They can’t be strangers. (= I'm sure they are
not strangers.) 1 A: ..May/Can/Could... | borrow your pen, please?
b) They must know each other. (= I'm certain The speaker is asking for permission.
they know each other.) B: NO,YOU ..o . I'm using it.
® possibility 2 A: I'm bored. What shall we do?
B: We go for a walk.
a) could/may/might + present infinitive = | I
it is possible/it is likely/perhaps A: NO,WE oo, because it's raining.
B: Let's watch a video, then.
3 A: Myparentstoldme | ........................ go to the
party tonight.
B: Never mind, | ............... go either. We ................
stay at home together, though.
4 A: Sir, i | speak to you for a moment,
— y please?
(" John is late. ’ B: Certainly, but later today; I'm busy now.
| ¢4 5 A: Excuse me?
B: Yes?
: A ... you tell me where the post office is, please?
[ He could be B: Certainly. It's on the main road, next to the school.
stuck in traffic. 6 A: Is anyone sitting on that chair?
B: NO,you ......coeeiiiiiiii, take it if you want to.




‘Could = Was able to

h i - . T gaTes
- d'.--ﬂ'i..".

® ability in the past
We use was/were able to (=managed to do) to
show that someone had the ability to do some-
thing in a particular
situation in the
past (past single
action).

He was able to
climb to the top of
the mountain.

(= He managed to
climb to the top of
the mountain.)

® We use could to show that someone had the
ability to do something repeatedly in the past
(past repeated action).
e.g. He could run very fast when he was young.
(He had the ability to do this repeatedly in the
past.)

® We use could rather than was/were able to with
the verbs see, hear, feel, smell, taste, under-
stand, remember and guess.
e.qg. They could see the storm coming.

(NOT: Fhey-were-ablo-to-666-..)

® We use the negative form couldn’t for both cases.
e.g. My little sister couldn’t wash herself when she
was two. (past repeated action)
Mark tried, but he couldn’t find out what was
wrong with the computer. (past single action)

@ Choose the correct answer.

1 "Todd was a very talented child.’
I know. He ...... play the piano well when he was seven.’

A couldn't B could C can
2 ‘l've just taken a loaf out of the oven.’
‘Oh, that'swhy | ................... smell fresh bread when
| came home.’
A was able to B can't C could

3 ‘How was the test?’
‘Easy. All the children ............ pass it.’

A were able to B could C can't

4 ‘What are you doing this summer?’
Thopelll ............. go on holiday with my friends.’
A could B beableto C can

b

Mo

Rewrite the sentences using the words
in bold.

Do you mind if | leave the door open for a while?

can ...Can | leave the door open for a whiléx...
You're obliged to take notes during the lecture.
AV
I'm sorry, but you aren’t allowed to enter this room.
USE e
Jack managed to unlock the door.

ADle

It wasn’t necessary for Ann to cook dinner, but she
did.

NCCA
Let's play a game of chess.

CoUld
I'm certain Sarah is bored with her work.

USE e
| strongly advise you to take up sport.

USE e,
I'm certain Liz isn’t interested in your ideas.

o7 | 1 [P
You may take the car tonight if you want.

can

Study the situations and respond to each
one using an appropriate modal verb.

You want to go on holiday with your friends this
year. Ask your parents for permission.
...Can | go on holiday with my friends this year#...
You are at a job interview. You type fast, you use
computers and you speak two foreign languages.
Tell the interviewer about your abilities.

Your brother is trying to decide what to buy your moth-
er for her birthday. You suggest a box of chocolates.

Your jacket i1s dirty and you want to wear it next
week. It iIs necessary to take it to the dry cleaner's.

You want to have a day off work next week. Ask for
your boss’ permission.

You are in the car with your uncle. It's hot and you
want him to open the window. Make a request.

Your mother is going to the shops. She asks you if
you want anything. You tell her it isn’t necessary to
get anything for you.




They can’t be at work.
(= I'm sure they are not
at work.)

She can’t be doing
her homework.
(= I'm sure she isn't

They must be on holiday. doing her homework.)

(= I'm sure they are on
holiday.)

She must be writing
a letter. (= I'm sure
she is writing a letter.)

He can’t have done the
exercise properly.

(= I'm certain he

hasn’t done the
exercise properly.)

The drivers can’t have
been driving slowly.
(= I'm certain they
weren't driving slowly.)

The drivers must have
been driving too fast.
(= I’'m certain they were
driving too fast.)

He must have strained
his back. (= I'm certain
he has strained his back.)

" Study these examples:

I’'m sure he is Spanish.
I’'m sure you aren’t a doctor.

- He must be Spanish.
~ You can’t be a doctor.

~ They must be hiding.

They can’t be leaving tomorrow.

: present inf.

I'm certain they're hiding.
I'm sure they won’t be leaving tomorrow.

o —

present cont. inf.

I’'m certain she has left. - She must have left.
perfect inf. I'm sure she didn’t lie. - She can’t have lied.
| I’'m certain he hadn’t phoned. - He can’t have phoned.
~  I'm sure they were waiting. - They must have been waiting.
perfect cont. inf. =~ I'm certain she has been crying. ~ She must have been crying.
~ I'm certain he hadn’t been trying hard. ~ He can’t have been trying hard.

Complete the sentences using must or can't.

1 I'm certain they go to bed early on Sunday nights. They ...must go to bed early on Sunday nights..................

I’'m sure John didn’t stay late at the office. John ...can't have stayed late at the office.............cccccooin,
I'm certain he NAsSNt ArriVEA Vel He ..o e e et e e s e e e e e

I'm certain they are WOrkKiNg tOgether. TRy ..o e e e e eaan
I'm sure Amy hasn'’t finished her ROMEWOIK. Ay e e e
I’'m certain she was having a bath when | rang. She
I'M SUIe NE hasN't WON the PriZe. H ..o et et et aaaas
I'm sure she is looKING fOr @ NEW OUSE. S ... e,
I’'m certain Paul didn’t invite Linda to the party. Paul
I'm certain you have been planning the project. You
11 I'm sure she was WHHING @ e er. SR ... e e,
12 I'm certain they hadn’t paid the bill. They
13 I'm sure he had been fixing the pipe. He

—h
COUWO~NOTOMBLWNDN




May/Might

B i Gl - pilggiine.

& possibility (present/future)
may/might/could + present infinitive
= [t is possible/it is likely/perhaps
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She may/might/could ]

o LA A7 L still be at work.
8 Where's Aunt Julia? ). %
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(= It's possible that she’s still at work.)

® possibility (past)
may/might/could + perfect infinitive
= it was possible, perhaps
a) We use these structures to refer to a past
action which was possibly true.
e.g. ‘The lights are still on.’
‘Helen may/might/could have forgotten to
turn them off." (Perhaps Helen forgot/has
forgotten to turn them off.)

b) We also use them to refer to things which
were possible but did not happen. May is not
normally used in this case.

e.g. Why did you run across the road?
You might/could have been killed.
(Luckily, you weren't killed.)

Study the following negative sentences:

a) She may/might not know about these changes.
(Perhaps she doesn’t know about the changes.
- expresses possibility.)
She can’t/couldn’t know about these changes.

(It is certain that she doesn't know. - expresses
certainty.)

b) He may/might not have left yet.
(Perhaps he hasn't left yet. - expresses possibility.)
He can’t/couldn’t have left yet.
(I'm certain that he hasn't left yet. - expresses
certainty.)

Mo

& asking permission
May/Might I...7? = Would you mind if | ...7?
We use these structures to ask permission when
we do not know the other person very well.

[ May/Might W
| ask you another 555 .«

_ Question? U3

\ " IR, y
B E ¢
#'E

Study the following examples:

e.qg. ‘Can | take this book?’
'Yes, of course.’ (informal)
‘Could | talk to you for a minute?’
‘Centainly.” (more polite than can)

® giving/refusing permission
a) may/can = you are allowed to do sth
We use may and can, but not might or could,
to give permission. May is very formal and is
not used in everyday speech.
e.g. You can sit here if you like. (everyday speech)
Passengers may take only one item of hand
luggage on board. (written notice)

Note: We use Could I...? to ask permission, and
can or may, but not could, to reply.
e.g. ‘Could I leave a little earlier?’
Yes, you can.’/’Yes, you may.’

b) can’t/may not = you are not allowed to do sth
We use can’t and may not, but not couldn’t,
to refuse permission.

e.g. Students may not wear outdoor shoes on the

basketball court. (= Students aren't allowed to ...)
I'm sorry, but you can’t park here.

(NOT: ++-sors-but-you-oetiHdrn-t-park-here:.)

® requests
May/Might/Can/Could | ...7
We use these structures to ask for something

politely. Might I ...? is more formal than May ] ...?
and is not often _ Ty p——

used.
'May/Can/Could B - A
| have a pen and - \
some paper, Here
 Pplease? you are.

e




erbs

Rephrase the following sentences in as many ways as possible.

Perhaps Laura has left the phone off the hook. ...Laura may/might/could have left the phone off the hook.....
Surgeons are obliged to scrub their hands before operating on patients. ...
DO you MiNd if | OPEN The WINAOW? ...t e e e e e ettt e e e e e et taeeaessatteeeeeesaabteeeaesstanesessnneasesnseesenans

It wasn't necessary for Peter to wash the dog, SO he AidNt. ...
Emily managed to reach the top shelf, even though she didn’t have a ladder. ...,
It's forbidden to copy files without the manager’'s PErMISSION. ........cccuiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiee e e et e e e e s e rreeaannn,
Why don’t we spend this eVeNING @t NOMIE 7 ... e ettt e e e e e e e e e e e et e eaaeeeanns
I'm certain Patrick misunderstood MY INSIIUCHIONS. ... e e e et e e e e e e e e aaes
I'm sure Helen didn't KNOW abOUt NEr SUIMPIISE PaATY. .....ovniiniiiiiiiiiie e ee e r e e e e e e e eeaeraness

©COoO~NOONBH-EWN=

StUayFineSe examples:

oresent inf Perhaps she is a nurse. She may be a nurse.
It's possible he will come early. He might come early.
oresent cont. inf Perhaps they are having a break. They could be having a break.
s It's likely we will be moving house soon. We may be moving house soon.
Perhaps he left yesterday. He might have left yesterday.
perfect inf. It's possible she has locked the door. She could have locked the door.
It's likely he had gone out. He may have gone out.
; It's possible they were sleeping. They might have been sleeping.
perfect cont. inf. Perhaps it has been raining there. It could have been raining there.

@ Rephrase the following sentences in as @ Underline the correct word(s) in bold.
many ways as possible.

1 Perhaps they are at work. A: Good morning. How 1) can/must | help you, sir?
They ...may/mignt/could be at work...................... B: I'd like to book a room for tonight, please.
2 Perhaps he is waiting outside. A: Certainly sir.
He B: How much does a single room cost for one night?
3 It's possible she will work late tonight. A: £35, sir. Payable in advance.
S e e e e e e e aan——————an B: What! 2) Do | have to/Could I pay right now?
4 |t's likely he was driving too fast. A: Yes, I'm afraid you 3) need/must pay in advance, sir.
o = B: Really. Well! 4) Do I have to/Shall | pay in cash?
5 It's possible they made a mistake. A: No, you 5) mustn’t/needn’t pay in cash. You
They ......................................................................... 6) could/can’t pay by credit card if you prefer.
6 Perhaps he has missed the bus. B: This is a bit unusual. | 7) may/must look in my wal-
1 [= PPN let to see if | have enough cash with me.
7 g’s possible she has been playing in the snow. A: You 8) couldn't/don’t have to hurry, sir. Take your time.
o1 PPN
8 It's likely we will be leaving tomorrow. ~ TTTTIIIEIIEIIATAAREAARAAS
WE oottt A: Good morning. Here's the key. 9) Could/Must | leave
9 |It's likely he will stay there. my luggage here until twelve o’clock, please?
HE oo B: Of course. 10) May/Need | ask if you enjoyed your stay?
10 Perhaps she had been trying to call you. A: Oh yes. | 11) can/must write down the phone num-
o] V- J OO ber, so that | can stay here again.
11 It's likely they had seen the film already. B: You 12) mustn’t/don’t need to do that, sir. | 13) have
TROY oo, to/can give you our card.
12 |It's possible he is studying in the library. A: Oh, thank you very much. Goodbye.
H e oo e B: Goodbye.




SRGIE s A

& offers

Shall/Can/Could | ...? = Would you like me to ...?
We use these structures when we offer to do
something. =

Can/Could/Shall |
help you choose
Mary’s present?

Thatwould -

& suggestions
Shall/Can/Could we ...?7 = Why don’t we...?/
How about ..?Mlut
about ...7/Let’s ...

We use these
structures to make a
suggestion.

Shall/Can/Could
we go to the mar-
ket today?

& asking for suggestions or instructions
We use shall when we
ask for suggestions
or instructions.

ﬂi

Where shall we ,,,._,
go tonight?

We can/could go
to the theatre.

& requests
Will/Would/Can/Could
you ...?

We use these
structures when we ask
somebody else to do
something for us.
Would and could are
more polite than can
and will.

Will/Can you hold the
plate for me, please?

Mo

Compare the following examples:

e.g. Can/Will you post this letter? (informal, less polite
than could or would)

Could/Would you post this letter? (more polite than
can or will)

We often reply with: Yes, /'d (would) be happy/glad
to.” or ‘Certainly.’
e.g. ‘Can you call Jack for me?’

‘Cenrtainly.’

Should/Quc

& advice

dlould/oughtto=ladvboyouto/youhadboﬂor
do sth

" You should/ought
\to be more careful.

(=1 advise you to/
You had better be
more careful.)

Must expresses strong advice.
Compare:

You should talk to your lawyer. (= It would be a
good idea to ...)

You must talk to your lawyer. (= | strongly advise
you to ...)

& criticism
ought to/should + perfect infinitive = it would
have been better if you had...
We use these
structures to show
that somebody did the

wrong thing in the
past.

" You all should/
ought to have
\_ tried harder.

(... but you didn't, so
your team lost.)

Q Fill in shall or will.

1 ..5hall ... | help you with the washing-up?

2 e, we have pizza for dinner tonight?
3 o, you carry this for me, please?
4 What ..o we buy for Bob's birthday?

67



............................... we sit in the classroom? questions using must/can’t, as in the
example.

e.g. Yes. They must be friends.

you answer the phone, please? Look at the pictures and answer the

Rephrase the following sentences in as
many ways as possible.

1 You had better book your flight early.
... You ought to/should/must book your flight early....

2 Would you like me to draw the curtains for you? Are they friends? Has she just had g showrs
................................................................................... Is it winter? 'S the weather cojq2 s
3 Why don’'t we go to a Japanese restaurant for a  BalllAUlE LS LA Has she been niav

playing in the

change?

4 | strongly advise you to see a doctor as soon as
possible.

7 Everybody is obliged to pay taxes. IS S

e enjoy
................................................................................... Does she €fl Is the baby sleeping?

8 You don't need to go to the supermarket today. Are they in the kitchen?

looking for 2 o
B reading? Is she the baby’s sister?

...................................................................................

9 It wasn’t necessary for Betty to call a taxi because |

gave her a lift. @ Choose the most appropriate response.

10 They managed to get to the theatre in time, despite

. 1 Will you open the door for me, please?
the heavy traffic.
vy A Yes, | may. B Certainly.
11 You aren't allowed to keep pets in the building. 2 Could | speak to you for a moment, please?
................................................................................... A Yes, of course. B No, you couldn't.
12 Do you mind if | take the rest of the day off? 3 Shall | carry that bag for you?

................................................................................... A No,youwont. B No, it's okay. | can manage.
4 Could | go to the cinema tonight, please?

A Not at all. B Yes, if you like.
@ Underline the correct word. 5 We could go to the theatre tonight.

A That's aniceidea. B No, we might not.
6 Can | borrow your pen, please?

1 You may/mustn’t runin the corridors. It's dangerous. A Not at all. B Of course.
2 Can/Should | ask you a question? . . "
3 Will/Shall we go out for lunch today? 7 Can you pick the children up from school for me*
4 You must/shouldn’t stay at home if you are ill. A No, I'may not. | B No proplem.
5 Tommy can'/couldn't tell the ime whenhewasababy. 8 Would you please drive me to the airport tomorrow?
6 My book can’t/mustn’t be in the house. I've looked My caris being serviced.

everywhere. A |I'd be happy to. B Yes, | would.
7 You might/needn’t clean the windows. I've already 9 Can | help you, sir?

done them. A No, you can’'t. B No, thank you. I'm just looking.
8 Will/Shall | help you? 10 Could you hold this for me, please?
9 You needn’t/mustn’t do the shopping. I'll do it later. A Yes, | could. B Of course.

10 Sam left late for the airport this morning. He should/ 11 Shall | take you to work tomorrow?
could have missed his flight. A Yes, please. B No, you won't.
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obligation/duty/necessity

a) You must sign the contract.
(You are obliged to/You have to/You need to/lt is nec-
essary.)

b) | must sign the contract. (| have decided.)

c) | have to sign the contract. (Someone else has decided.)

lack of necessity

a) He doesn’t need to/doesn’t have to/needn’t get a
taxi. I'll give him a lift. (It isn't necessary.)

b) He didn’t need to get a taxi because | gave him a lift.
(It wasn't necessary for him to get a taxi.)

c) He needn’t have got a taxi. (It wasn't necessary for
him to get a taxi, but he did.)

advice

a) You ought to/should revise for your test.
(Il advise you to/you had better)
b) You must revise for your test. (I strongly advise you to.)

suggestions

a) We can/could go out for a meal later.
b) Shall we go out for a meal later?
(Let’s .../Why dontwe ...?/How about ...?/What about ...?)

ability

a) Kim s five years old. She can read and write. (present)
b) When she was three, she could count to ten.
(past repeated action)

c) Tony was able to win the race. (managed to do; past
single action)

lack of ability

a) Ann can’t play the piano. (present)
b) She couldn’t swim fast when she was young.
(past repeated action)

c) She couldn’t reach the top shelf, even though she
tried. (past single action)

asking permission

a) Can | open the window, please? (informal)

b) Could | open the window, please?(more polite)

c) May/Might | open the window, please? (formal)
(Do you mind if ...7/Would you mind if ...?)

giving permission

a) You can leave your luggage here.
(you are allowed to do sth; informal)
b) You may leave your luggage in this area.
(you are allowed to do sth; formal - probably written)

refusing permission

a) You can’t/mustn’t park here.

(you are not allowed to do sth; informal)
b) You may not park in this area.

(you are not allowed to do sth, formal - usually written
notice)

requests
a) Can/Will you help me with this exercise? (informal)
b) Could/Would you help me with this exercise?
(more polite)
c) May | have one of those leaflets? (formal)
d) Might | have one of those leaflets? (very formal)

prohibition

You mustn’t/can’t lie in court. (it's forbidden/you
aren't allowed to/it's against the rules)

asking for suggestions or instructions
When/How shall | contact you?

possibility

a) She could/may/might finish her work by six o’clock.
(it is possible/it is likely/perhaps)

b) She could/might have been late. (... Luckily, she
wasn't late.)

offers

Shall/Can/Could | help you cross the road?

( Would you like me to help you cross the road?)
logical assumptions

a) She must be on holiday. (positive; I'm sure she is.)
b) She can’t be working. (negative; I'm sure she isn't)
c) He must have been on holiday. (positive)

d) He can’t have been at home. (negative)

criticism

He ought to/should have told her the truth.
(It would have been better if he had told her the truth.)

67
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Match the items in column A to their
synonyms in column B.

A B
You should/ought to...; a You aren'tallowed to ...
You must ... b It wasn’t necessary for
us to ... (but we did)
| we ...7
Shall we ¢ Whydon't we ...?
You needn't ... d He managed to ...
We needn’t have ... e It wasn't necessary for
We didn't need to ... usto ...
| *{ You had better ...
You mustn't ... g I'msure she's ...
He was able to ... h Do you mind if | ...?
She must be ... I You are obliged to ...
He can’t be .. j Itisn’'t necessary for
you to ...
Could | ...7 k I'msure heisn't ...
He may be ... | Perhaps he’s ...

Rephrase the following sentences in as
many ways as possible.

| advise you to buy this book.
... You should/ought to buy this book....
It isn’t necessary for him to take the exam again.

Sam managed to reach the top of the mountain
after climbing for several hours.

10

Underiine the correct word(s).

1 Could/May/Shall you tell me the time, please?

. Yes. It's a quarter past ten.

Would/Shall/Will we go shopping tonight?

Yes. We need to buy some food.
May/Should/Would | help you, madam?

. Yes, please. Can/Shall/Would | have these shoes
in black, please”?

Would/Should/Shall | get you another cup of tea?
No, thank you. I've had enough.

Can/Shall/May you post this letter for me, please?
Certainly. I'll do it on my way home from work.
Shall/Would/Could | speak to Jenny, please?
I’'m sorry, she’s not here at the moment.

Oh. Must/Shall/Would | call later, then?
May/Will/Would | have a glass of water, please?
Yes, I'll get you one.

Could/May/Shall you put ice in it, please?

Did you call Jane?

No, | didn’t need to/needn’t because | saw her
at work.

Shall/May/Could you help me, please?

. Yes, of course.

You mustn’t/needn’t/couldn’t lock the door.
Oh, will you do it when you leave?

2
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@ Underline the correct word(s).

Dear Victoria,

I’'m writing to tell you about the play I'm going to be }
in. It's called ‘Only for You', and I've got the leading
role. | have a lot of lines and | 1) must/might learn
them all before opening night.

We’'re performing the play for the first time on Friday
night. We've been told that a TV company 2) must/may
come to film it, so | 3) could/must be on television. |
4) needn’t/might even become famous! -

We 5) might/have to rehearse the play every night \
until Friday, because everything 6) must/shall be per-
fect for the performance. We 7) couldn’t/mustn’t make
any mistakes. 8) Can/Must you come to see the play,
or will you be at work? | hope you'll be able to come. If
not, I'll write and tell you how it went.

| 9) could/must go and learn my lines now. See
you soon.

Yours,
Charles

W‘WM



@ Choose the correct answer.

1 ‘You ...C... be late for work.’

Mo

‘I know. I'm leaving now.’

A needn't B must C mustn't
2 ‘Jm....... lose some weight. His doctor said so.’
‘Then he must go on a diet.’
A mustn't B can C hasto
3 ... go to the bank today. | have enough money.’
‘Well, I'll go alone, then.’
A needn't B have to C must
4 'Did you deliver that parcel for me?’
'‘No, | ...... find the house, so I've come back to getamap.’
A can B could C couldn’t
S5 ... clean the house today. It's dirty.’
I'll help you.’
A needn't B must C mustn't
6 l............ feed the dog at lunchtime. My brother did
it iIn the morning.’
"You can do it this evening, then.’
A didn't needto B needn't have C need
7 ‘Do you need any help?’
Yes. | ............. open the window. It's stuck.’
A could B am able to C can't
8 |............. swim until | was ten.’
‘Well, | didn’t learn until | was eleven.’
A can B can't C couldn'’t
9 ‘Can |l talk to you, please?’
'Sorry, | ............. go now. I'm late for a meeting.’
A mustn’t B has to C must
10 ‘Is Tom good at languages?’
'Yes, he ............ already speak French, German and
Italian.’
A can't B can C could
11 'The test was too difficult for me.’
‘Oh dear, | ............. do it quite easily.’
A wasableto B can't C can
12 ‘Where's Tom?’
‘He's not at work, so he ............. be at the library.’
A must B can't C can
13 'l we go shopping today?’
‘No. I'd prefer to go tomorrow.’
A Ought B Shall C Wil
14 ‘Sorry Mum. I've broken a plate.’
You ............. be more careful.’
A may B should C might
15 ‘Where's your father?’
‘He ............. be in the garage.’
A might B can C mustn't

=,

1

Fill in can, can’t, must, mustn’t, needn’t or
have to.

A: Is Matthew very rich?
B: He ...must... be. He drives a Ferrari.

Modal

1 ...5hall... we go to the zoo?

A: Would you like to come shopping with me?
B: Yes,butl ......................... R R do my
homework this afternoon.
A: |Is Tom interested in music?
B: Ohvyes.He .......................... play the guitar and
the saxophone.
4 A: Is Katie at home?
B: No,she ......................... be. Her car is not here.
5 A: Can |l go to the cinema tonight?
B: Yes,butyou .................ol be late home.
6 A: Hurry up. You'll be late for school!
B: ldon't ..., go to school today.
It's Saturday.
7 A: | bought you this present.
B: Oh,you .................... have. It's not my birthday!
8 A: Excuse me, I'm looking for Barkwest Bank.
B: 'mafraid| ................ help you. | don't live here.

Complete the sentences, as in the
example. Sometimes more than one
answer is possible.

Use

making a suggestion

B SO Looeeeei iV tottsbil t S |
ha?der Y giving advice
D UL casunssanilalBeiitpt, take | _ad
photographs here. expressing prohibition
B e St foeae | carry this
bag for you? i making an offer
B GERELNNRR you turn off _
the lights, please? making a request
B YO . 236 L0t il have | veir
been more careful. expressing criticism
T RS | make a | L
phone call, please? asking for permission
B L s walk; expressing lack of
he's only six months old. ability
9 Ll:ﬂsa;yc.é.ra ............... send expressing possibility
10 YOU .........220 R0 wear

a seatbelt while driving.

L RN . A s . be tired.

12 I'm sorry, but you ........ .

expressing obligation

expressing a positive
logical assumption

refusing permission

go out.
T e e N Aenstraersh Al
French. 0 =
assumption
20 WO sk sit here.  giving permission
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@ Choose the correct answe-r.

1 Aletter arrives at your house. You are sure it is from
Paul.

A It might be from Paul.
®) It must be from Paul.
C It may have been from Paul.

2 You have toothache. Your mother gives you some
advice.
A You may go to the dentist.
B You should go to the dentist.
C You might go to the dentist.

3 You are looking for your scarf. You think it is upstairs.
A It can’t be upstairs.
B It should be upstairs.
C It could be upstairs.

4 Your father told you to do your homework. You tell
your friends.

A | will do my homework.
B | have to do my homework.
C | might do my homework.

S5 You want your neighbour to babysit for you tonight.
A Would you babysit for me tonight?
B Shall you babysit for me tonight?
C Must you babysit for me tonight?

6 You did the washing-up for your mother, but she
didn’t expect you to.
A You mustn’'t have done the washing-up.
B You might not have done the washing-up.
C You needn’t have done the washing-up.

7 There was a good film on TV. You are sure John
didn’t watch it.

A John should have watched it.
B John might have watched it.
C John can’t have watched it.

8 You wantto have a pet in your flat, but your landlord
tells you it isn’t allowed.
A You mustn’t keep pets in the flat.
B You needn’t keep pets in the flat.
C You will not keep pets in the flat.

9 An old lady is trying to open the door. You offer to
do it for her.
A Couldn’t | open the door for you?
B Must | open the door for you?
C Shall | open the door for you?

10 You offer to do the shopping, but your mother says
it isn’t necessary.
A You must do the shopping.
B You needn’t do the shopping.
C You could do the shopping.

/0

@ Choose the correct answer.

1 You ..B.. do your homework before you watch TV.

A can't B should C shall
2 ... | come Iin? It's rather cold out here.
A Should B May C Must
3 You ............ water the plants this weekend; they
look dry.
A areableto B needn't C oughtto
4 ... you collect the children from school, please?
A Must B Will C May
5 . you play the piano?
A Can B Must C Should
6 |........... buy some milk. There isn’t any left.
A mustn’t B may C must
7 When ............ | call you?
A shall B must C needn't
8 | .......... swim before | was able to walk.
A might B could C can
9 You...... walk to work. I'll give you a lift.
A must B needn’t C may
10 Tim........... be out. There are no lights on.
A shall B should C must
Look at the pictures and answer the
& questions using modal verbs, as in the
) example.
e.g. No, he can't be playing. He must be doing his
homework.

Has she graduated?
How does she feel?
IS the man her father?

What can she go?

What does she ha
every day?

IS she afraid of animals?

Is she in her early forties?
Has she grown the flowers
herself?

Does she enjoy gardening?
Is she a housewife?

Ve 10 do




IN OTHER WORDS

Study these examples. The second sentence
has a similar meaning to the first sentence.

L

2

10

11

12

@

Perhaps Tom is tired.

may Tom may be tired.

I'm sure she isn't studying hard.

can't She can’t be studying hard.

It is possible that they went out yesterday.
could They could have gone out yesterday.
It isn't necessary for Joe to come here.

have Joe doesn’t have to come here.

You aren't allowed to use this car.

mustn’t You mustn’t use this car.

It wasn't necessary for him to book a table, but he did.
have He needn’t have booked a table.

Let's meet again tomorrow night.

can We can meet again tomorrow night.

| advise you to call a doctor.

should You should call a doctor.

Complete each sentence with two to five
words, including the word in bold.

It is possible that he has spent all the money.
could He ...could have spent... all the money.
| advise you to take a course in literature.

should YOU ..o, N
literature.

It is possible that the police are questioning him.

may The poliCe .....covne e,
him.

I'm sure he is lying about his age.

must HE i,
about his age.

Let’'s have a break in five minutes.

can W In
five minutes.

It wasn’t necessary for her to give me a lift, but she did.

have SN o
me a lift.

You aren’t allowed to throw litter in the park.

MUSEN't YOU .o
litter in the park.

It isn't necessary for Mother to cook tonight.

have Mother .......ccoovvieiiiiee tonight.

It is possible that she has gone home.

could She ... home.

Perhaps Dan is in hospital.

may Dan ..o hospital.

It wasn’t necessary for her to call, but she did.

have SNE ..o, , but
she did.

| advise you to have a rest.

should YOU ..., a rest.

apologise to sb for sth
apply for sth

annoyed about sth
clever at sth

Mo

Prepositions

proof of sth
congratulate sb on sth
generous of sb to do sth
tease sb about sth

Fill in the correct preposition.

1

2

give sb away:
give sth away:

give back:

She was annoyed ...about... the postal strike, as
she was waiting for a letter.

She is very clever .................... maths, so she helps
me with my homework.

Unless his lawyer can find proof ....................
innocence, John will go to prison.

The police congratulated Mr Simmons .....................
catching the burglar.

It was very generous .................. Steve to give all his
old records to charity.

You shouldn’t tease people ........cccccoe..n... their
problems.

| must apologise to Sarah .................... missing her
party.

She applied to the bank .................... a loan so that

she could buy a new car.

Phrasal Verbs

betray sb

1) reveal sth
2) give sth free of charge

return

give off: emit (a smell, gas, etc.)
give out: come to an end
give up: 1) abandon a habit

give oneself up:

2) stop doing sth
surrender

Fill in the correct particle.

1
2
3

4
5

o)

The flowers gave ...off... a nice smell.

The shopis giving ................. free bars of chocolate.
| told her it was a secret, but she still gave the plan

The kidnapper gave himself ................ to the police.
Dangave ......cc.cc.coooneene. smoking six months ago.
You must give the cassette ..............cccooeiiinl to
Julia on Saturday.

The water supplies gave .................... , SO they drank

from the stream.
The fire is giving ......ccooviiiiiiiiiiinn,
smell. We must get it checked.

a strange



