
Practice of English: 4 skills 
 

Topic  
WORK, WORK, NO PLAY 

 
COMPARING AND CONTRASTING AS RHETORICAL PATTERNS 

 
Focus on 

 
Reading reading short extracts; multiple matching, dealing with multiple matching; 

filling the gaps, dealing with missing information; understanding 
vocabulary critical to the meaning of the text; determining the meaning of 
specific words; evaluating the effectiveness of the author's persuasive 
devices 

Vocabulary topic vocabulary: words related to work and leisure, success and 
challenge; prepositions; phrasal verbs, collocations and idiomatic 
expressions; 
communication tools: expressions for comparing and contrasting 

Grammar: comparative structures; position of adverbs; clauses of contrast 
Listening: listening to short extracts; multiple-choice questions 
Speaking: topic: work and hobbies, setting goals, achievements and failures, 

challenges and overcoming obstacles;  
strategy: comparing pictures and/or quotes; stating similarities; stating 
differences; presenting obvious features; illuminating subtle and/or 
unexpected differences 

Writing: organising a compare/contrast essay 
Video:  The best job ever: watching, discussing, collaborating 

 
 

 
 
 
  



WARMING UP 
 
 
 
What does the phrase 

 

 
 
 
mean? 

 

  
• to look each other in eyes • heavy smog, pollution 
• to put down the protective mask • to descend over the city 

  

  
• to drive down the coast road 

with the car roof down 
• to hunker down for  

driving rain and howling wind 
  

  
• to sky-dive 

in the mid-air 
• to kick the ball  

in the mid-air 
 

 
  



Consider the idioms that follow.  
  Which of them do you think are about  

WORK (W), 
LEISURE (L),  
BOTH (WL)? 

 
  

All work, no play makes Jack a dull boy  
take R&R  
time to wind down  
to aim high  
to scale the heights  
to come up against obstacles  

 
  



 
FOCUS ON 1: the most impressive WORK; 

  HOBBY; 
  ACHIEVEMENT 

 
TIPS 

 
FOCUS ON 2: WHAT DO YOU DO to wind down? 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 
 

  



SPEAKING 
 

What Are Your Hobbies and Interests? 
 

a comprehensive list of your hobbies 
and interests 

 

 a demonstration of values 
you can bring 

 
CRAFTING A GOOD ANSWER (6 sentences MAX) 
 

1. While you may have many interests and hobbies outside of work, which 
activities are related to your present position? 
 

2. What professional skills or qualities have you developed with your leisure 
activities? 
 

3. Are your hobbies and interests related directly to the school you work 
at? Specify. 

 
4. What are the opportunities of using your extracurricular activity/ies on 

your job? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tips 
 

1. While you may have many interests and hobbies outside of work, which activities are related 
to your present position? 

• Travel 
• Volunteering, community service or charity work 
• Sports such as competing on a team or in a league, hiking or other exercise 
• Creative arts, including writing, music, painting and crafts 
• Cooking or gardening 
• Other 
 
2. What professional skills or qualities have you developed with your leisure activities? 
• Planning and organization skills 
• Leadership skills 
• Communication and interpersonal skills 
• Teamwork 
• Determination and commitment 
• Creative thinking and problem solving 
• Patience 
• Adaptability 
 
3. Are your hobbies and interests related directly to the school you work at? Specify. 
Provide a brief example of your hobby or interest. Identify a situation and the task you needed to 

complete. Then, outline your actions, and present the results. Focus on the important details and 
demonstrate your skills, qualities or values. 

 
4. What are the opportunities of using your extracurricular activity/ies on your job? 
Explain how you are trying to be an engaged member of the teaching staff. 
• community service 
• creative expression  
• coworker bonding  
• health and fitness promotion 

 
  



READING 
1/ Read the words/phrases and decide what they mean.  

 
bare-bones 
staggering 
top-notch 
acclaim 

 
2/ Read the text. Try to guess the meanings of unfamiliar words from the 
context. Find out which of the following is/are mentioned? Find the 
information related to the question/s in the text. 
 
3/ Pay attention to the words/phrases marked in red. Read aloud the 
sentences they are used in and explain the meanings.  
 
  



Group 1. 
1/ Read the text. Try to guess the meanings of unfamiliar words from the context. 

Find out which of the following is/are mentioned? Find the information related to the 
question/s in the text. 

2/ Pay attention to the words/phrases marked in red. Read aloud the sentences they 
are used in and explain the meanings.  
 

 

 
 
  



Group 2. 
1/ Read the text. Try to guess the meanings of unfamiliar words from the context. 

Find out which of the following is/are mentioned? Find the information related to the 
question/s in the text. 

2/ Pay attention to the words/phrases marked in red. Read aloud the sentences they 
are used in and explain the meanings.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

  



Group 3. 
1/ Read the text. Try to guess the meanings of unfamiliar words from the context. 

Find out which of the following is/are mentioned? Find the information related to the 
question/s in the text. 

2/ Pay attention to the words/phrases marked in red. Read aloud the sentences they 
are used in and explain the meanings.  
 

 
 

 
 
  



 
FOCUS ON :  most impressive ACTIVITIES; 

 
What do Sano, Carissa, and Travis have in common? 

 
 
Are they all doing something adventurous and/or challenging? 
Are they different in their skills and/or character? 
 
 
  



LISTENING 
 

 
  



Grammar 
 

Manipulating COMPARATIVE STRUCTURES as a tool of comparing and contrasting activities: 

 
 
 
 
 
Manipulating the POSITION OF ADVERBS as a tool of giving emphasis to an utterance: 
 

 
 
1 
2 
3 
4 
 
5  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Clauses of contrast: ALTHOUGH, HOWEVER, and DESPITE 
 
Although (or even though), however and despite (or in spite of) are words or groups of 
words known as connectors. They are used to introduce a clause in a sentence which is 
in contrast to another clause contained within the same sentence 
 
ALTHOUGH, EVEN THOUGH, THOUGH – link statements that contrast with one 
another in a surprising way:  

I love travelling, though I find airports tiring. 
even though ___________________________________________________ 
although      ___________________________________________________ 
despite        ___________________________________________________ 
in spite of    ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
!!! Place the MORE IMPORTANT information at the END!!! 

 
I carried on working, although I felt really tired. 

(focus on ??? feeling tired / working) 
 

Although I felt really tired, I carried on working. 
(focus on ??? feeling tired / working) 

 
  



SPEAKING / WRITING 
 
Compare and contrast activities shown here. What are the similarities and differences between them? 
Look at the example first. 
 
Example: 
 

 

  
 

USEFUL PATTERNS: 
 

A or B both require … . 
As far as … is concerned, neither A nor B are as … as C. 

A is/does much less/more than B   and … . 
However, you can … much … . 

 
  



Group 1 

 
A or B both require … . 

As far as … is concerned, neither A nor B are as … as C. 
A is/does much less/more than B   and … . 

However, you can … much … . 
 

MAKING A CAKE MAKING A SCULPTURE 

 

 
 

  



 
Group 2 

 

 
A or B both require … . 

As far as … is concerned, neither A nor B are as … as C. 
A is/does much less/more than B   and … . 

However, you can … much … . 
 

WRITING A POEM PAINTING 

  
 
 
 
 

  



Group 3 
 

 
A or B both require … . 

As far as … is concerned, neither A nor B are as … as C. 
A is/does much less/more than B   and … . 

However, you can … much … . 
 

SWIMMING IN THE POOL SWIMMING IN THE SEA 

 
 

 
 
 

  



 
Group 4 

 

 
A or B both require … . 

As far as … is concerned, neither A nor B are as … as C. 
A is/does much less/more than B   and … . 

However, you can … much … . 
 

WORKING OUT DIETING 

  
 
 
 

  



Group 5 
 

 
A or B both require … . 

As far as … is concerned, neither A nor B are as … as C. 
A is/does much less/more than B   and … . 

However, you can … much … . 
 

E-MAILING SENDING PIGEON POST 

  
 

  



WATCHING AND DISCUSSING 

 
 

 
 


