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GEOPOLITICAL GOALSAND GEOSTRATEGY OF UKRAINE

The issues related to the definition of the essefdlbe concept of "geopolitics" are considered,
the geostrategy of Ukraine is studied, and thedfacinfluencing its formation, the main geopolitica
goals of Ukraine are characterized. Geostrategygsactical component of geopolitics is analyzed
in detail. The peculiarities of the modern geostiggt of Ukraine are revealed, the main goals used
by the states to achieve certain results are given.

The main goals and principles of forming the geaastyy of Ukraine are studied and determined,
which is an extremely important topic, because odenn conditions a new geopolitical world is
emerging, and Ukraine is trying to establish itselthe international arena as an active geopaditic
player. The main attention is paid to one of thesimmportant factors that play a significant role i
the development of the geopolitical code of anyntrgu the geopolitical position of its territoryhe
state of the treaty base and relations with otheuntries, common borders, geopolitical situation in
the region and the world. It is noted that the gdijgal position is one of the main determinants
that determine the specifics of the geostrateggngf state in geospace. Penetration into the wider
world begins with attempts to understand it, essibtontacts with it and enter into a multifaceted
dialogue. It is emphasized that only then can we tinose forms of presentations of our own identity
and our own interests in which the world will bdeabtp understand ourselves. Ukraine must realize
itself in the geopolitical context and in the codtef the development of world civilization. It har
out that the definition of geopolitical interestslékraine requires consideration of a complex syste

© Martsikhiv K., Shepelyak L., 2020.
116



Bicauk XHY imeni B. H. Kapasina, cepis «Ilutanus mosiroJorii», pun. 37, 2020

of interests of different countries, the distrilouati of forces - economic, political, military,
spiritual - in each of the regions of the world.
Key words: Ukraine, geostrategy, geopolitics, geopoliticabads, geopolitical code,
geopolitical situation, geospace, internationalteys.
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TEOINOJITHYHI LIl TA TEOCTPATEI'ISl YKPATHU

Poszenauymo numanns, no6’ sa3amni 3 6U3HAYEHHAM CYMHOCMI NOHAMMS <2eONONIMUKA», MAKONC
00CNiOdHCEHO, WO maKe 2eocmpamezis. YKpainu, ma YUHHUKU, WO GNAUBAIOMb HA i CMAHOGIEHHS,
0Xapaxmepuszo8amno OCHOBHI ceonoaimuyni yini Ykpainu. [lemanvno npoananizoeano ceocmpameziio
SAK NPAKMUYHy CKIa008y eeonoaimuxu. Poskpumo ocobaueocmi cyuachoi eeocmpameeii Ykpainu,
NOOAHO OCHOBHI Yilli, SIKI BUKOPUCMOBYIOMbCS 0epAHCABAMU OJIsl OOCASHEHHs. NEeGHUX Pe3YIbmamis.

Hocniosceno ma 8usHa¥eHoO OCHOBHI Yini ma npuHyunu hopmysants ceocmpameeii Ykpainu, wo
€ HAO036UYAIHO AKMYAIbHOI0 MEMOI0, A0HCe 8 CYYACHUX YMOBAX 8I00YBAEMbCS CIMAHOBNIEHHS HOB020
2e0nonimuyHo2o ceimy, i Yxpaina namacaemocs 3aseumu npo cede HA MINCHAPOOHIU apeHi K
AKMUBHULL 2eonoaimuyHuil epaseys. IlpudineHo ocHOBHY y8azy 0OHOMY 3 HAUGANCIUGIUUX YUHHUKIE,
wWo 6idizpaiomov 3HAYHY POJb Y PO3POOYL 2eONOTTMUYHO20 KOOY OVOb-aKOI KpaiHU — 2e0NONIMUUHOMY
nonodiCeHHIo i1 mepumopii, cmawny 00208ipHOI 6a3zu i 8IOHOCUHAM 3 THUWUMU KpAIHAMU, HASABHOCMI
CRITbHUX KOPOOHIB, 2e0NOAIMUYHIL cumyayis 6 pecioni ma y ceimi. Ilpu yvomy 3aznaueno, wo
2e0NONIMuUYHe MNON0NCEHHS, € OOHIEI0 3 20JI08HUX OeMepPMIHaHM, WO BUHAYAIOMb CheYugiKy
eeocmpamecii 6y0b-aK0i depoicasu 6 ceonpocmopi. [IpoHuKHenHs V WUpOKUl C8im NOYUHAEMbCS 31
Ccnpob 3po3ymMimu 1020, HAIA20OUMU 3 HUM KOHMAKMU [ 6CMYNUMu 6 6a2amoniaHosuti 0ianoe.
ITiokpecneno, wo minbku mooi MOJNCHA 3HaAUmMU mi hopmu npezeHmayitl 61ACHOI i0eHMUYHOCmi i
BIACHUX THMEPeci8, 68 AKUX C8IM 3Modice 3po3ymimu i Hac camux. Yxpaina mae ycgioomumu cebe 8
2€ONONIMUYHOMY KOHMeEKCMi [ 8 KOHmeKcmi po3eumky ceimoegoi yueinizayii. J{oeooumscs, wo
BUBHAYEHHS 2eONOJIIMUYHUX IHmMepecid YKkpainu nompebye 8paxy8ants CKIAOHOI cucmemu inmepecis
PIBHUX KpaiH, po3KNady Cul — eKOHOMIYHUX, NOJIMUYHUX, GIICbKOBUX, OYXOBHUX — Y KONCHOMY 3
pecioHie ceimy.

Knrouosi cnosa. Yxpaina, ceocmpamecis, 2eononimuxa, 2eonONimuyHi yini, 2eononimuyHull
KOO, 2eONONIMUYHA CUMYayisi, 2e0npoCcmip, MIJCHAPOOHA cucmema.
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TFEONOJIMTUYECKUE HEJHU U TEOCTPATEI'USI YKPAUHBI

Paccmompenvr 6onpocul, ceésasannvie ¢ onpeoenenuem CYWHOCMU NOHAMUSL <LeONOAUMUKa»,
makoice UCCIe008ano, Umo makoe 2eocmpamezus YKpaumvl, u Hakmopwvl, euAlowUe Ha ee
cmauoenenue, 0xXapaKmepuzoeanvbl OCHOBHble 2eonoaumuyeckue yeau Ykpaunwl. [lemanvro
NPOAHATUUPOBAHBL 2e0CMPAMe2UI0 KaK NpaKkmudeckyio cocmaegiaiowyio 2eononumuxu. Packpvimul
0COOEHHOCMU COBPEMEHHOU 2eocmpameult YKpaunvl, npeocmasienbl OCHOGHblE Yelu, KOmopble
UCNONBL3YIOMCA 20CYOaApCMEamu 0Jisi 00CIMUNCEHUS ONPEOeNeHHbIX Pe3YIbmamos.

Hccneoosanvr u onpedenenvl OCHOBHblE Yeau U HPUHYUNBL QOPMUPOSANUL 2e0Cmpameuu
Vkpaunvl, umo senrsemcs upe3euluaiiHO AKMYAalbHOU MeMOU, 6e0b 6 COBPEMEHHbIX VCI0BUSX
APOUCX00UM CIMAHOBIEHUE HOB020 2eONOIUMUYECKO20 MUpa, U YKpauna nelmaemcs 3aa6ums o cede
HA MeHCOYHAPOOHOU apeHe KaK aKMUGHbll 2eonOaumudecKull uepox. Yoeneno ocnognoe @Humanue
O0OHOMY U3  GaJCHelWUX (akmopos, ucparowux 3HAYUMEIbHYIO pOlb 6  paspabomie
2eONOIUMUYECKO20 KOOA NI000U CMpPAHbl - 2e0NOIUMUYECKOMY HNONOICEHUI0 ee Mmeppumopuu,
cocmosAnUs 002080pHOU 6A3bl U OMHOWEHUAM C OpY2UMU CHMPAHAMU, HATUYUU OOWUX ZpaHuy,
2e0noIUMU4ecKou cumyayus 6 pecuone u 6 mupe. Ilpu smom ommeueno, 4mo 2eonoIumuiecKoe
nonodicenue, A61Aemcs OOHOU U3 21AGHbIX OeMEPMUHAHM, ONPeOeNIOWUX CReYUPUKY ceocmpameuu
06020 eocyoapcmea 6 ceonpocmpancmee. IIponuknosenue 6 WUPOKUU MUp HAYUHAEMCs C
NONbIMOK NOHAMb €20, HANAOUMb C HUM KOHMAKMbl U GCMYNUMb 6 MHO2ONIAHOBbI OUAN0.
Iloouepknymo, umo moAbLKO mMo20a MOJCHO Haumu me Gopmbl npezeHmayuu CcoOCMEeHHOU
UOEHMUYHOCIU U COOCMBEHHBIX UHMEPECO8, 8 KOMOPbIX MUP CMOJICEm HNOHAMb U HAC CAMUX.
Yxkpauna oonoicna ocosnamv cebsi 6 2eonoaumMuueckomM KOHMeEKCme U 6 KOHMeKCme pa3eumusl
MUuposotl yusunuzayuu. /fokasvieaemcs, ymo onpeoeienue 2eonoIUmudeckux unmepecos Ykpauml
mpebyem yuema CAONCHOU CUCMEMbl UHMEPECO8 PA3IUYHbIX CMPAH, PACKIAO CUL - IKOHOMUYECKUX,
NONUMUYECKUX, BOEHHBIX, OYXOBHBIX = 8 KAACOOM U3 PELUOHO8 MUDA.

Knrwueevie cnosa. Yxpaunma, ceocmpamecus, 2eONOIUMUKA, 2eONOIUMUYECKUe  yelu,
2eONONUMUYECKUll KOO, 2eONOIUMUYECKds CUmyayus, 2eonpocmpancmeo, MeiCcOyYHApOOHAs.
cucmema.

Research and definition of the main goals andcountry. In this case, the geopolitical situation,
principles of forming the geostrategy of Ukraine [N Our opinion, is one of the main determinants
is an extremely relevant topic, because inthat determine the specifics of the geostrategy
modern conditions, there is a new geopolitical©f ?:ny Statﬁ In geospar(]:e.f ol n
World and Ukraine is trying to establish itself in lrom the f:eS?JaIIC' 0 hmany SC (()jars, the
the international arena as an active geopoliticaf©" US{E” Is t a'; : ralnte as r?z;tny a varll_ttagelzs
player. The geopolitical position of its territory, ove_rt_o er cdoun ,['esj[.'rl‘ (Ietrms orl 51; g?opm |cad
the state of the treaty base and relations witH?0S!!On and potential. IS main features an

other countries, common borders, geopoliticalPriOrities of geostrategy of Ukraine are well
situation in the region and the world are the @nalyzed in the works of such researchers as Ol

most important factors that play a significant Shablly, M. Palamarchuk and O. Palamarchuk,

role in developing the geopolitical code of any erg?ho dc()jlg\é?gg{)?gun datlggns ;Pfﬁée;'&ﬂy Ofat"r‘]de
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geopolitical situation of the state and identified the strategic potential of the state. This is how
the main features of geopolitical location of domestic and Russian scientists V. Dergachev,
Ukraine at different spatial levels. At the E. Pozdnyakov, K. Hajiyev. V. Tikhonravov,
present stage, we can identify a number ofand others interpret geopolitics.
geopolitical concepts that differently interpret  Geostrategy is a synthesis of geopolitically
the geopolitical position of Ukraine and grounded strategic goals, principles and
determine the vectors of its geostrategy, due talirections of the state’s foreign policy. It is
its features. Some authors are trying to proveclassified by scale (global, interregional,
that integration into the Eurasian space is aregional and national) and by spatial
higher priority for Ukraine, while others are environments (land, sea, air and space). It
trying to prove integration into the European depends on the understanding of the authorities
space. In particular, the Russian geopolitical O.and the public of the country’s place in the
Dugin in his works pays considerable attentionworld, its geopolitical position, national
to the geopolitical position of Ukraine. He interests and priorities, the geographical
considers Ukraine as a state hostile to Russidistribution of threats to national security
and admits the possibility of losing its coming from abroad. State geostrategy is also
independencebérpos 2004:22) . Well-known determined by the historically formed for a long
American geopolitical Z. Brzezinski believes time the nature of friendly, neutral, hostile
that Ukraine is one of the five geopolitical axesrelations with other stateKynpsuenko, Pyaud,
on the political map of Eurasia and has greatXpamos 2004: 22).
potential to become an active regional Defining the main principles and priorities
geopolitical player. the formation of Ukrainian geostrategy provides
The purpose of this article is to examine a reasonable basis to understand the features of
geostrategy in detail as a practical component othe current geopolitical situation in Ukraine, as
geopolitics. The peculiarities of the modern well as its geopolitical identification. Therefore,
geostrategy of Ukraine are revealed, as well ashe purpose of our study is to determine the
the main goals used by the states to achievenain geopolitical goals of Ukraine to achieve
certain results are investigated. The goal will becertain results. Penetration into the wider world
achieved by implementing tHellowing tasks: begins with attempts to understand it, establish
to analyze what geopolitics is at the presentcontacts and enter into a multifaceted dialogue.
stage; what is the geostrategy of Ukraine; andOnly then can we find those forms of
provide specific goals and principles of presentations of our own identity and interests
geostrategy in the country. in which the world will be able to understand
In order to clearly understand the conceptourselves. Ukraine must realize itself in the
and essence of these rather difficult termsgeopolitical context and in the context of the
geopolitics and geostrategy it is important todevelopment of world civilization. Such an
define them. The term «geopolitic» consists ofawareness is inseparable from how the world
two Greek words: geo means land, politicoscommunity views Ukraine and how it sees its
means everything related to place: state, citizenplace in the world. Determining the geopolitical
etc. Traditionally, geopolitics is considered asinterests of Ukraine requires taking into account
the science of the influence of the geographicathe complex system of interests of different
states’ space on their political goals andcountries, the distribution of economic,
interests. In modern research, geopolitics ispolitical, military, and spiritual forces in each
interpreted much more broadly as the science ofegions of the world. This is especially true of
the relationship and interaction of geographicalUkraine’s closest neighbors and forces of global
space and politics. Accordingly, geopolitics importance that seek to pursue their own
must study, on the one hand, the properties ointerests in Ukraine or are of particular interest
space, which affect certain political actions, to it (Uepauk 2017:19).
their nature and resonance, on the other Today, Ukraine is on the way of finding a
analyzes the effect of politics on space, itsproper place in the international system.
transformation due to the will and goals of Therefore, geopolitical studies of Ukraine’s
people and their communities. This relations with the states of Central and Eastern
understanding of geopolitics is the mostEurope are of special importance, as a united
productive [Tamamapuyk 2000: 680). Scholars Europe is gradually being transformed into one
see geopolitics as a field of knowledge thatof the world’s important centers of power. The
studies a set of economic, geographicalturn of the XX-XXI centuries marked by rapid
demographic, historical, political and other geopolitical changes: the countries of Central
factors that interact with each other and affectand Eastern Europe strongly declared political
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self-determination, Germany reunited, the From 1923 to 1944, the USSR did not actually
military-political alliance of the Warsaw Pact act as a subject of international legal relations
and then the USSR collapsed, the Cold Warn(I"anpuuncekuii 2002: 56).
ended, the world ceased to be bipolar. Against Since 1944, in preparation for the
the background of these fateful changes on thestablishment of the United Nations, the
continent, Ukraine has gained its own Ukrainian SSR has been given greater powers
independence, which raises the issue ofin the field of foreign relations and the People’s
determining the role and place of Ukraine in theCommissariat (later the Ministry of Foreign
world community bxesincbkuit 1999: 256). Affairs) has been established. Since 1945, the
Thus, during the last decade of the twentiethUSSR has been a founding member of the
century there were powerful changes in theUnited Nations and a member of most
alignment of world powers. In fact, for the first international bodies and organizations operating
time, a non-European state became the onlynder the auspices of the United Nations. In
world power: after the collapse of the Soviet 1948-1949, the USSR was elected a member of
Union, the United States quickly rose to the UN Security Council. Despite the ambiguity
prominence as a powerful leader and graduallyof the position and status of the USSR, its
embodied into a single and truly paramountmembership in the UN has become a positive
global power. However, this idea of the model factor in the international legal establishment of
of world order is not entirely true and is Ukraine in later times.
somewhat simplistic. The European Union, as In the postwar period, the USSR also
well as Russia and the leading countries of theparticipated in the signing of agreements on its
East Asian region, also seek to play the role ofwestern borders with Poland, Romania,
poles of both political and economic influence Czechoslovakia, and acceded to 60 international
(Oyrun 1997: 608). This allows Ukraine to agreements and conventions. Given the formal
effectively search for its own place and statehood of the USSR, during the Second
development strategy in the new system ofWorld War and the postwar period, the
geopolitical coordinates. international activities of independent emigrant
Ukraine is located in the center of Europe atpolitical structures continued. In 1944, the
the intersection of political, economic, Ukrainian State Liberation Council was
environmental and other interests of the stateséstablished by Ukrainian state forces in
region. Thanks to the implementation of a opposition to the Soviet regime as the supreme
balanced foreign policy, our country opensbody of the Ukrainian people in its
itself to the world, becomes a full-fledged revolutionary struggle Kapnenko 2004: 81).
subject of the European and world political The political platform of the UHVR stated that
process. However, compared to other countriesit seeks peaceful cooperation with all of
Ukraine still lacks a clear strategy for progress,Ukraine’s neighbors on the principle of mutual
and its potential needs to be used morerecognition of the right to their own states in the
effectively. Ukraine as a political unit has beenethnographic lands of each nation. Ukrainian
represented in international political relations state forces failed to create a single center of
since the national liberation struggle of 1917-foreign policy outside Ukraine, which
1920. Thus, the UPR and the Ukrainian statesignificantly weakened the effectiveness of their
had all the hallmarks of international legal foreign policy actions.
subjectivity, which testifies to their official True international recognition and
recognition and participation in international establishment of Ukraine on the political map of
treaties. The UPR, in particular, legally and dethe world began after the declaration of
facto recognized 19 states, mostly Westernindependence on August 24, 1991. The
states. Chronicle of official recognition of Ukraine
In the interwar period, the Ukrainian partially outlined the range of international
question was actively discussed in the Leaguepolitical mutual interests in relation to foreign
of Nations, and the USSR, for all the real countries. Thus, Ukraine was first recognized
fictitiousness of its state status, in the earlyby some Central and Eastern European
1920s also had some signs of a subject otountries (Poland—December 2, 1991, Hungary
international legal relations, which manifested — December 3, Lithuania and Latvia - December
itself in the signing in 1921 treaties with 4; Russia, Croatia, Bulgaria — December 5), as
Poland, Lithuania, Estonia and Latvia, the well as countries with an influential Ukrainian
signing of the Treaty of Friendship and diaspora (Canada — December 2 and Argentina
Brotherhood with Turkey (1922) and the — December 5). This once again convincingly
Interim Treaty with Czechoslovakia (1922). proved the importance of the ethnic factor and

120



Bicauk XHY imeni B. H. Kapasina, cepis «Ilutanus mosiroJorii», pun. 37, 2020

the role of the neighboring geopolitical location. the European civilization space as a full-fledged
Of the neighboring states, Romania was thesubject of Euro-Atlantic geopolitics is, at the
latest to recognize Ukraine (January 8, 1992)present stage, one of the most priority directions
Of the Nordic and Western European countriesfor the Ukrainian state. It should be noted that
Ukraine was first recognized by Sweden, and ofthe main basic national interest, geopolitical
the G7 countries (after Canada) by the Unitedpriority and strategic task of Ukraine’s foreign
States (December 25, 1991). As of July 1997 policy is its survival and development as an
Ukraine was recognized by 145 states, 128 oindependent sovereign state of the modern
which had formal relations. More than 60 world while preserving its national values,
embassies and consulates have been opened pmotection of economic and political
Kyiv, half of them European countrieKs{touxo sovereignty, its own socio-cultural identity.
2005: 191). This interest is now becoming widely accepted
Today, Ukraine occupies a central-easternboth among the ruling elite and in the mass
position on the European subcontinent andconsciousness. Its implementation is the main
directly borders seven countries: Russia,prerequisite for ensuring the well-being,
Belarus, Poland, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania,security, social and cultural development of all
and Moldova. A large number of first-order citizens of UkraineNemicon, [llaxos 2003:97).
neighbors is a positive aspect of Ukrain's After all, the strengthening of the state
political and geographical position. As a result, sovereignty of Ukraine in the foreign policy
it has many options for foreign relations, as wellplane means its assertion in the world
as opportunities to enter the outside world. civilization space as a full-fledged and active
The geopolitical situation and historical subject of geopolitics.
conditions of Ukraine’s development have According to the level of socio-economic
determined for the future its axis of geostrategy,development, all neighboring states belong to
which have a certain influence on its state self-countries with economies in transition, which
affirmation and priorities of economic, political are undergoing complex processes of socio-
and cultural development. Such geopolitical political transformation. Poland and Hungary

axes for Ukraine are the following: have achieved the greatest success on this path,
» Eurasian, or Eastern, with a center ofSlovakia and Romania are doing somewhat
attraction in Russia; worse, and Russia, Belarus and Moldova have
» Euro-Atlantic, or Western, with political the most problems. Ukraine belongs to the third
centers of structures - NATO and the EU,; group in all economic respect$lanamapuyk,
* North, which is focused on cooperation [Maramapuyk 1994:3-9).
with the countries of the «Baltic Arc»; Ukraine has almost half of all world

* Black Sea, or southern, which provides for resources of fertile chernozem soils, powerful
deepening cooperation with the countries of theindustrial and scientific-technical potential,
Black Sea basin, the Middle Eaglyfipsiuenxo, well-developed infrastructure and at the same
Pynuu, Xpamor 2004: 296). time feels the urgent need for economic

Ukraine’s neighbors differ significantly in restructuring, weak export opportunities, loss of
size, level of socio-economic development,traditional markets, and rupture of foreign
political system and landmarks. According to economic ties.
the grouping of European countries by area, itis In the first years of independence, Ukraine
divided into separate groups of the largestdemonstratively rejected the  Eurasian
states, very large states, large, medium, smallgeopolitical axis. However, with the awareness
very small and smallest. Russia is one of theof Ukraine's remoteness (in terms of economic
largest countries, Poland, Romania and Belarugnd political level of development) from
are also considered among the largest, HungaryWestern countries, more and more views began
is one of the medium-sized countries, andto turn to the East. The Eurasian axis is
Moldova and Slovakia are among the smallest. important for Ukraine, first of all, from the

Active cooperation with those countries that economic point of view, because the eastern
see Ukraine as a reliable equal partner, freemarket is a supplier of energy and raw materials
from great-power and hegemonic ambitions.to Ukraine and a market for Ukrainian products
Developing the principles of the national (because in the western market Ukraine is not
security strategy in accordance with nationalable to compete with high quality products). It
interests, basic geopolitical and foreign policy is obvious that the identification of Ukraine as a
priorities is one of the most important tasks for sphere of «vital interests» of Russia equally
Ukraine today. In our opinion, the unambiguousidentifies Russia as a sphere of «vital interests»
solution to the geopolitical dilemma is joining of Ukraine itself.
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With the independence, the Euro-Atlantic Sea Union of S. Rudnytsky. However, there is
axis became dominant in Ukraine’s foreign no Belarus in the currentunion», which for
policy orientations. The formation of Ukraine as obvious reasons does not want to be its
an independent state required a clear idea of thsetructural element. The role of Belarus is played
self-worth of its own cultural identity, the by Poland, which is a more important and
invention of its own path, its own paradigm of reliable ally. The development of relations with
social development. The factor of financial the countries of the Baltic Arc contributes to the
support from Western structures also played ardevelopment of Ukraine and the strengthening
important role. of its role in the international arena.

The western direction of Ukraine’s foreign  The Black Sea Axis is special for Ukrainian
policy was also conditioned by the natural geopolitics. Nature has ordered that all natural
aspirations of the Ukrainian people to a higherroutes from Ukraine lead to the Black Sea. The
standard of living for the population of the state Black Sea is an important natural border of
and to establish democratic values in Ukraine.Ukraine. It is through cooperation with the
An example of this could be Western countries.countries of the Black Sea region that our state
Ukraine’s western neighbors (Poland, Romania,can act as an independent subject of geopolitics,
Slovakia, and Hungary) are members of NATOwithout being dependent on the policies of
and the EU, which raises the issue of Ukraine’sRussia and the West. Cooperation with the
relations with these alliances. Poland, Hungarycountries of the Middle East is intensifying
and Slovakia, along with the Czech Republic,through this region, as Ukraine is a
are members of the Vise grad Group, a regionaMediterranean country through the Bosporus
political union. Having chosen the path of and the Dardanelles. Through the Black Sea,
integration into the political structures of the Ukraine is actively developing cooperation with
West, Ukraine gradually became a full memberthe countries of the Caucasus and Central Asia,
of the Organization for Security and bypassing Russia. In regional cooperation,
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), the Inter- Ukraine is developing both bilateral and
Parliamentary Union, the Central Europeanmultilateral ties in the political and economic
Initiative (CEI), became a member of the spheres. Such formations as the Black Sea
Council of Europe and signed the EU Economic Union, the Baltic-Black Sea Axis,
Partnership and Cooperation AgreementGUAM, etc. play a significant role in the
(Bacunenko 2000:206). political and economic development of the state

Charter on a special partnership with NATO. (Sluenko, Cradiiiuyk, bpaitueBcbkuii 2007:
However, when integrating with the West, it is 255).
necessary to take into account the fact that for Thus, Ukraine’s geostrategy must be based
the West the strategy of modernization ofon clearly defined geopolitical priorities and a
Ukraine is, first, the expansion of its own well-defined circle of its strategic partners.
geopolitical and geo-economics space in theAccording to Mykhalchenko, Ukraine should be
Eastern European region. Therefore, it isidentified as a priority in one of three possible
important for Ukraine to prevent Ukraine from geostrategic directions: either choose the path to
becoming a buffer zone between the West andeuropean cooperation, or provide guarantees of
the East, to become a subject (not an object) oindependent development from both the West
geopolitics, as it is obvious that these and Russia, or choose a position of dynamic
civilizations are trying to drag Ukraine into the balance between the East and An event that is
sphere of their interests. supported by the international community and

The Northern Axis of foreign policy is which, in his opinion, is the most promising.
strategically important for Ukraine. Cooperation  S. Pyrozhkov defines the essence of modern
with the Baltic States and Poland strengthendUkrainian geostrategy somewhat differently,
ties with the Nordic countries. The Baltic Arc believing that the following tasks will be
states are the best example of rapid economicelevant for Ukraine in the 21st century:
growth and political transformation for Ukraine. In the short term it is the prevention of
Poland is a profitable partner for lobbying isolation in the main strategic areas (USA,
Ukrainian interests in the Western structures ofEurope, Asia); in the medium term it is
which it is a member. Poland also supportspromoting the formation of regional security
Ukraine’s accession to these structures, busystems and cooperation in neighboring
Ukraine has yet to implement a number ofregions; integration into international economic
reforms in order to be able to talk about joiningand political structures; participation in the
the EU or NATO. The northern geopolitical settlement of international conflicts, the fight
axis is a kind of reflection of the Baltic-Black against international terrorism and crime, in
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solving environmental, energy, resource,reservations, Russia. It is also necessary to point

information and other global problems. In the out the importance for Ukraine of relations with

long run it is the preservation and strengtheninghe countries of the Middle East and Central

of the positions of our state in world politics; Asia, as well as strategic partnership with the

active participation in the formation of a United States.

democratic global system of international order.  Prospects for further research A wide
Thus, as strategic directions, the authorrange of goals and principles stands in the way

defines that relations with the USA, Europe andof Ukraine's geostrategy. Unfortunately, today,

Asia, and realization of tasks of multilevel it is necessary to state the absence of clearly

policy of Ukraines’ multi-vector will depend on defined, well thought out, legally legitimized

how much our state independently - politically, priorities in foreign policy, which does not

economically and culturally — will be able to allow concentrating diplomatic and economic

establish itself in new geopolitical realities. activities in those regions that are and may be
Today it is Iimpossible to consider strategically important for Ukraine.

international relations as a holistic, orderly
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Pozenanymo pizui nioxoou 00 6usHauenHs ma OYIHKU IHCcmMumyyianizayii 2pomaocvbkoco

axmugizmy. Ilpoananizo8ano 0ami OpuiHAIbHUX OOCNIONCEHD, 8 AKUX ABMOP i3 Koae2amu NPosoouIU
ONUMYBAHHA 2POMAOCHKO AKMUGHOI yKpaincokoi monoodi y kpainax €C (suxopucmano enubunme
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