
Writing a COMPARISON/CONTRAST essay 
 
1/ A comparison/contrast essay  
 
• analyzes differences and similarities between 2 subjects; 
• can focus on – 

- the subjects with more differences than similarities (contrasting); 
- the subjects with more similarities than differences (comparing); 
- both 

 
2/ How to choose a topic 
 

• address 2 related subjects; 
• use your logical reasoning to compare and contrast the subjects; 
• develop solid points; 
• include from 2 to 4 points which compare or contrast the subjects; 
• chose narrow topics instead of broad ones; 
• it is also advantageous to think of some less evident differences/similarities 

rather than obvious ones, e.g. both baking and painting require the 
knowledge of mixing ingredients 

 

 
 
3/ Method and technique 
 

POINT-BY-POINT method IN BLOCKS method 
• more flexible; 
• discusses two subjects in relation to 
one point; 
• technique – one point of comparison 
= one paragraph topic 

• less flexible; 
• discusses all the information about one 
subject first and then about the other; 
• technique - parallel structure 

 
  



4/ How to organize the essay 
 

 

 
 
5/ Brainstorming and making a rough draft 
 

 
  



 
  



6/ Practice 1: Intro, Body Paragraphs & Conclusion 
 

 

 
  



7/ Practice 2: Writing a thesis statement 
 

 
 

 
 
  



8/ Practice 3: Using connectors 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  



9/ Practice 4: Using parallel structures 
 

 
 
  



10/ Practice 5: Improving your style by combining 
shorter sentences into longer ones 
 
 

 
 
 


