
SA 
past tenses 
past simple: worked, st opped, went, had, etc. 

She \Vas born in Berlin. 3 10 >)) 
They got nlarricd lasr year. 
On the " ·ay to Ron1e \Ve s ropped in Florence for the night. 
The plane didn't a r rive on 1i111e. 
\\That tin1e did you gee u p this n1orning? 

• \Ve use the past si n1ple for fini shed actions in the past (\vhen 
\Ve say, ask, or kno'v \vhen t hey happened). 

• Re1nen1ber Irr eg ular verbs p.165. 

past continuous: was I were+ verb + -ing 

1 What we re you d o ing at six o'clock last night? ~ 11 l)) 
2 I was d r iving a long the n1otor\vay •vhen it s tarred sno\ving. 
3 Vlhile I \Vas doing the house,vork the ch ild ren \Ver e 

p laying in the garden. 
4 It \vas a cold night a nd it \Vas rai ning. I \Vas \vatching TV 

in the sitting roon1 ... 

1 We use the past continuous ro ralk about an action in progress 
at a specific time in rhe pasr. 

2 \Ve often use the past continuous to describe a pasr action in 
progress \vhich \Vas interrupred by another action (expressed 
in the past simple). 

3 \Ve often use the past continuous \Vith 1vhile for t\VO actions 
happening at the san1e ti1ne. 

4 \Ve often use the past continuous ro describe rhe begi nning of 
a story or anecdote. 

a Q the correct forn1. 

The teacher gave Robbie a zero because he cheated/ 
~in the exa1n . 

1 They didn't •vi n the n1atch a lthough they 1vere traininB / 
had trained every even ing. 

2 Mi ke had a n accident \vhile he cycled / was eye/in& to 
\.VOrk. 

3 I cleaned/ liad cleaned the ho use \vhen 1 got hon1e. It 
looked great. 

4 W he n \Ve arrived. the n1atch started / lzad started. \Ve 
got there ju t in ti rne and sa\v the \vhole match! 

S The captain didl/ 't score/ liadl/ 't scored any goals \vhen 
the referee sent hi1n off. 

6 My son got injured \Vhi le he pla)1ed / 1vas pla)1infJ 
baskerba 11 la t aturdav. , 

7 Luckily. \VC stopped / lzad stopped skiing \vhen the 
snO\VStorm starred . \)..l e \Vere already back ar the hotel. 

8 England 111cre11 't losin[J / had11 't lost a ny of t he ir garnes 
\vhen they played in t he quarter-fi nals. 

9 The referee suspended the n1 arch because it 1vas rain.i11B / 
rained too hard to play. 

past perfect : had + past participle 

\\!hen they turned on the TV, rhe march had already 3 12 >)) 
fini shed . 
As soon as I shut the door, l realized that I'd left my keys on 
the table. 
\Ve couldn "t get a table in the restaurant because \Ye h adn' t 
booked . 

• \Ve use the past perfect \vhen \Ve are talking about the past 
and \Ve \Vant to talk about an earlier past action. Co1npare: 

Wizen john arrived, they ivent out.(= first John arrived and 
then they \Vent out) 
When john arrived, they ha.d fJOtte out. ( = they \vent out before 
Joh n arrived) 

using narrative tenses together 

It \Vas a cold night and it was raining . I was 3 13 >)) 
watching TV in the sit t ing roon1. Suddenly I heard a knock 
at the door. I got u p and opened the door. Bur there •vas 
nobody there. T he person \vho had knocked on the door 
had d isappeared . .. 

• Use the past continuous (1vas rainin{J, 1vas 1vatchin[J) to set the 
scene. 

• Use the past si1nple (hea rd, {JOI up, etc.) to say \Vhat happened. 

• Use the past perfect (had knocked, had disappeared) to say 
'vhat happened before the previous past action. 

b Co111ple te \Vith the past simple, past continuous, or 
past pe r fect. 

T he 1na rat ho n runner 1vas sweatin& ""hen she crossed 
Lhe fini sh line. (s,veat, cross) 

l "fhe acciclent ____ when t hey ____ hon1e. 

(happen, drive) 

2 'fhe c ro•vcl "vhen the referee t he 
fina l vvhisrle. (cheer, b lo,v) 

3 1 her at first because s he so n1uch. 
(nor recognize, change) 

4 The police her o n the mo ror\\'ay because she 
____ a scar belt. (stop. nor \Vear) 

5 Some of the p layers 'vhile rhe coach __ _ 
to thcn1. (nor lis ten, ra lk) 

6 \Ve use the ski slope because ir ___ _ 

enough. (not ca n , not sno\v) 

7 T hey play tenni s because they a 

court. (not able to, not book) 

8 l ' hc plnyer a yello\v card because he 

hi s shi rr. (get, take off) 

~ p.46 
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