J READING & SPEAKING

A In pairs, look at the list of subjects below. Whao do you
think talks about them more, men or women? Write M
or W,

spart _ work _ clothes health
farmily films ___  politics cars
their house __ the opposite sex

b Read the first paragraph of A gossip with the girls? Does
the writer agree with you? Who talks about most topics?

A gossip with the girls?

antu are experts
af gossiping, and
shey abways Lalk about
Wivial things, or af least
that's what men have
dlwayi thoughl. However ,
BTIE NiPw TESBgNTh Suppes
thal when women talk 1n
WOMmEn, Lhew (onversations
are far from tnvolows, and
COVET many more 1opacs (up
to 40 subjeds) than when
imen talk to ather men. Women's conversations range from healih
b {ihedr houses, from politics to fashion, fram filims to family, (ram
education to relationship problems. Football 4 natably abient. Men
tend to have o more hmated range of subjects, the most populan
being wark, sport, jokes, cari, and women

Accoeding 1o Professor Pefra Boyndon, a piychologist at University
Lollege Londan, wha interviewed over 1000 warmen, wamen ala

iend fo micve quickly from one subyect to another in Coferabon,
whereas men wsually stick 1o one subject lor longer penods of Lime

A wark, the, difference can be an achantage for men, where they can
put other matiers asade and concentrace fully on the topic being

discussed. On the other hand | il also means that they sometimes
find it hard 1o concentrate when several things have 1o be discussed

al the same time in 2 meeting,

Professor Boynton alsa says that men and wismen chat for different |
reasnns, In wcial situations, women wse conversation to solve
problems and reduce siress while men chal with each ather io have

a laugh of 1o ywap opinions. |

¢ Now read the whole article. What does the writer say?

Choose a, b, or ¢

1 When women talk 1o cach other they gencrally ralk
sbout
a unimportant things
b wery serious thangs
¢ many different things

1 Men _ 25 WOImen
a don't talk as much
b don't talk about as many things
¢ don’t work as much

3 In conversalion women than men,

a talk more quickly

b change the subject more often

c talk more about work

4 At work, if there 15 a meeting which focuses on one

subject,

a men will probably concentrate better than women

b women will probably concentraie better than men

¢ men and women will both concentrate well

5 One of the reasons why women talk 1o each ather is

a o relax
b to exchange ideas
¢ totell jokes

d MNow prove that the article is wrong! Work in pairs
or small groups.
If you're 3 womnan, try to talk for two minutes about:
foothall CArs computers
If you're a man, try to talk for two minutes about:

{ashion shopping losing weight / dieting

HOW WORDS WORK...

1 Look at the highlighted words and phrases in
A gossip with the girls? Which one(s) do we use...?
1 1o compare and contrast two facts or opintons whereas
2 o introduce an oppotite point of view _ LS _
3 to introduce some extra information _
4 to explain whao says or believes something _

2 Complete the sentences with one of the words or
phrases. Sometimes there are two possibilities.

| My sister p!.:l‘,l's terinds and she oS :'un.mming
once a weelk,

2 Travelling by yoursell can be fun, it is

often more dangerous.
3 doctors, we shouldn't drink too much coffee.
4 Dogs are very affectionate, cals are more

independent.
5 New technology makes our lives easier
it can be difficult to learn 10 use.




