
I. We use by … to say how somebody travels: 

by car / by train / by plane / by boat / by ship / by bus / by bike / by 

underground etc. 

by road / by rail / by air / by sea 

Jess usually goes to work by bus. 

 

II. You cannot use by if you say my car / the train / a taxi etc. We say: 

by car but in my car (not by my car) 

by train but on the train (not by the train) 

 

III. a) We use in for cars and taxis: 

They didn’t come in their car. They came in a taxi. 

 

b) We use on for bikes, motorbikes and public transport (buses, trains etc.): 

We travelled on the 6.45 train. 

NB! in/on a boat 

 

IV. We say on foot: 

Did you come here by car or on foot? 

 

Put in by, in or on. 

1. Jess usually goes to work by bus. 

2. I saw Jane this morning. She was _______ the bus. 

3. How did you get here? Did you come _______ train? 

4. I decided not to go _______ car. I went _______ my bike instead. 

5. I didn’t feel like walking home, so I came home _______ a taxi. 

6. Sorry we’re late. We missed the bus, so we had to come _______ foot. 

7. How long does it take to cross the Atlantic _______ ship? 

 


