Close Reading Cooperative
Listen to the videos (Part 1,2) and answer the following comprehension and discussion questions. Use complete sentences and refer to specific parts of the video where appropriate.

Part 1
1. According to the podcast, what is the defining characteristic of a sonnet, and how does it challenge traditional understandings?

2. What imagery does Wordsworth use in the first part of "Nuns Fret Not at Their Convent's Narrow Room," and what is its purpose before the volta?

3. How does Wordsworth's personal reflection in "Nuns Fret Not at Their Convent's Narrow Room" relate to the imagery presented earlier in the poem?

4. What does the Close Reading Cooperative present the central argument regarding the essence of the sonnet form?

5. According to the text, what are the formal constraints that define a sonnet?

6. What is Wordsworth suggesting about the sonnet form when he states, 'Twas pastime to be bound / Within the Sonnet's scanty plot of ground'?

Part 2
1. According to the video, what is the central concept, other than love, that is intrinsic to every sonnet?
2. What is the structure of the Petrarchan sonnet form?
3. What was Charlotte Smith's contribution to the sonnet form in the 18th century?
4. What is another name for the Shakespearean sonnet? 
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