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speak



 Intermediate Plus Achievement test 3 (Units 5–6)

Listening

1 Recording 5 Listen to six shorts extracts where people talk about travel experiences. Choose from options (A–H) what the speaker says. There are two letters you do not need.
A I had a completely different impression from what I’d heard about the place I visited.

B The environment is spectacular but it’s a dangerous place to travel.

C The accommodation was fine but the staff were rude.

D The scenery and wildlife are spectacular but you should consider the best time to travel.

E During an alternative activity my companion was kind.

F The wildlife was incredible but the large groups of people were annoying.

G It wasn’t too packed with people and I felt really happy.

H My partner and I have quite different tastes when it comes to travelling.
1 Speaker 1
_ G  

2 Speaker 2
   __ 
3 Speaker 3
   __ 
4 Speaker 4
   __ 
5 Speaker 5
   __ 
6 Speaker 6
   __ 
	
	
	5


2 
Recording 6 Listen to an interview about an expedition. Underline the correct answer, a), b) 
or c).

1 When researchers heard stories about the area
a) they believed most of them.
b) they believed a few of them. 
c) they believed none of them.
2 The archaeologist describes the site as 
a) far from anywhere else.
b) easy to reach.
c) difficult to get to.
3 The archaeologist suggests
a) snakes in the area are extremely dangerous.
b) small organisms are the biggest danger.
c) there is no dangerous wildlife in the area.
4 Archaeologists identified the sight by
a) checking data from cameras.
b) X-raying the area.
c) flying over in planes.
5 The discovery has shown that the site
a) had a small population.
b) had many interesting buildings.
c) was larger than expected.
6 The archaeologist says that she thinks 

a) they’ll discover more buildings in the future.

b) they won’t discover more buildings in the future.

c) they have one more year to complete the project.
	
	
	5


3
Recording 6 Listen again and write true (T) or false (F).

1 The site is close to a tourist route.
_T  

2 Snakes are the most serious problem in the area
      

3 The water is safe to drink.
      

4 The images taken showed buried buildings.
      

5 The people who lived at the site had no access to water.
      

6  Discovery of the site changes what is known 
about the history of the area.
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Grammar
4 
Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first, using the word given.

1 The train broke down, so I can’t get to the game. 


HADN’T

If the train hadn’t broken down, I’d be at the game.
2 I doubt that it will be a problem.  


SHOULD

There                               with that.
3 You can see many beautiful birds here. 


NUMBER

A                               beautiful birds can be seen here.
4 I really don’t like watching those kinds of TV programme.

STAND
I                               programmes like that.
5 Illegal logging has caused a lot of trouble in the area. 


DEAL


A                                been caused by illegal logging.
6 He said he would call me when he got home. 


PROMISED

He                               when he got home.  
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5
Correct the mistakes in each sentence.

1 There are only a bit people you can trust round here.

  There are only a few people you can trust round here.

2 If I will be alive then, I would have lived in a castle.
                                                                                       .
3 We decided changing our plans after we got here. 
                                                                                       .
4 The virus unfortunately affected several the children. 
                                                                                       .
5 There shouldn’t be many people who look like him. 
                                                                                       .
6 I’ve just been paid, so there can’t be enough to cover the bills. 
                                                                                       .
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6
Choose the correct answers to complete the text, a), b), c) or d).

Happy living by design?
Most people would like to have the opportunity to shape the world around them. Certainly, if I had been involved at the planning stage of my hometown I 1    c     had a few things to say about the layout. If they 2           decided to put the college so far from the city centre my life 3           be a lot easier! But actually, nowadays a large 4           of developers tend 5           to prospective residents before 6           their plans. 7           of time is set aside during the initial stages for consultation work. In 8           cases there are open meetings called charrettes where anyone with an interest in the proposed development can get involved in 9           how buildings will look, or infrastructure will be organised. Many industry insiders believe that this approach 10           help to ensure that new urban projects are better designed with people in mind, and solve many of the issues that affect cities today. Like I said, if the idea had been around earlier, I 11           be sitting in this traffic jam right now! 
1 a) will
b) will have
c) would have
d) would
2 a) hasn’t 
b) hadn’t
c) won’t have
d) haven’t
3 a) may
b) should
c) might
d) will
4 a) number
b) deal
c) amount
d) couple 
5 a) listening
b) listens
c) to listening
d) to listen
6 a) begin
b) beginning
c) to beginning
d) to begin
7 a) Enough
b) A couple
c) Plenty
d) Some
8 a) each
b) much
c) little
d) some
9 a) to decide
b) deciding
c) to deciding 
d) decide
10 a) won’t  
b) can’t
c) may
d) must 

11 a) won’t
b) wouldn’t
c) couldn’t
d) hadn’t 
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Vocabulary 
7 
Underline the correct alternative.
1 Come on, look on the bright/good side – things are bound to get better soon.
2 The disease is carried by a microscopic  creature/parasite which lives in the human intestine.
3 She’s always been an incredible book addict/worm. She reads a couple of novels every week.
4 The government is leading a campaign to reduce child poverty/unemployment – too many kids these days don’t know when they’ll next eat.
5 The train was absolutely packed/filthy – plastic bottles and empty food packets all over the place.

6 A number of terrorist crimes/threats led to the police increasing their presence at airports and stations.
7 We were given a donation/reward for finding the missing watch.
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8
Complete the sentences with the words/ expressions in the box. There are two extra you do not need. 

	buff   debt   chatty   contented   hideous  manipulation   loaded   veg out  
hustle and bustle   techie



1 It’s a beautiful house, but some of the décor is absolutely hideous – I don’t think they’ve got good taste.
2 I got into quite a bit of                 while I was at university. It was an expensive course to study.
3 I’m so tired tonight, do you mind if we just _______ and watch TV? 
4 We found the _______ of the big city too much so we moved to the countryside.
5 He’s a bit of film                 – he has an incredible collection of classic movies.
6 Martin is really sociable and never stops talking! He’s so                 .
7 The government were accused of media                 when they released important data on unemployment on the day of the earthquake.
8 They’ve just been on a luxury cruise, bought a house by the beach and got two new cars so they must be                 .
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9
Complete the sentences with the correct form of the word in CAPITALS.
1 Getting a bit of time to myself to read a book gives me a great amount of     pleasure    .

PLEASE
2 We’ve been cleaning all day – the place is absolutely                     as far as I can see.

SPOT
3 They have asked if people could make a                      to their favourite charity instead of giving gifts.

DONATE
4 I’m totally                     – when will dinner be ready?

STARVE
5 When the company were accused of tax                      people stopped buying their products.

EVADE
6 For the third month this year                      figures have increased. There are very few jobs available.

EMPLOY
7 My brother is a real sports                      – he even goes abroad to watch his favourite teams play.

ENTHUSE
8 You need to be careful if you’re going trekking through that part of the rainforest – it’s home to                      snakes.

VENOM
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Function
10
Cross out the response that is not possible.

1 He’s a truly world class footballer.
a) Really?
b) It seems to me
c) I don’t think so.
2 It really is one of the most beautiful cities in Asia.
a) I’m not convinced.
b) No way!
c) It really does! 

3 Do you agree with that?
a) The way I see it …
b) Tell me about it.
c) Absolutely.
4 It seems to me that they need to reduce their debts.
a) Take it from me.
b) You’re so right.
c) Definitely.
5 It’s so quiet here isn’t it? It’s lovely.
a) That’s so true.
b) I have my doubts.
c) Totally!
6 Is there an easy way to solve the problem?
a) Well, if you ask me…
b) I’d say the opposite.
c) Not necessarily.
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11
Complete the conversation with words and phrases a)–k).

A: I think that people who live less hectic lives tend to be happier. That’s probably true, 1    h    ?

B: 2          , you can be busy and happy, can’t you? Imagine how bored you’d be if you had nothing to do all day. Remember what it was like when you were unemployed?
A: 3           ! I thought I was going to lose my mind. I can’t stand sitting around at home. 4           that a lot depends on why you are busy.
B: 5           , if you are doing something that you want to do, then you’re going to be happy. If it’s something that someone else is telling you to do, then that’s a different matter.

A: 6           true, I have the feeling that a lot about happiness depends on who benefits from your actions, you know, doing some good for other people.
B: Yeah, you’re 7           .  But the way 8           people are mostly just selfish. They don’t want to help others.
A: 9           ! That’s totally exaggerated! If 10           most people actually do want to help each other out, it’s just that doing our own thing makes us happiest.
B: Well, I’m 11           , I reckon deep down all we really care about is ourselves.
a) Not necessarily 
g) That’s probably
b) you ask me
h) isn’t it
c) not convinced
i) I see it
d) 
so right
j) No way
e) It seems to me
k) Tell me about it 

f) Absolutely
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Reading

12 
Read an article about happiness. Six sentences have been removed from the article. Choose from sentences a)–f) the one which fits each gap (2–6). There is one extra sentence. 

a)
This protein is used by the immune system to identify and neutralise foreign objects such as bacteria and viruses.
b)
But there is also lots of research that shows that spending on others can help us feel happier and healthier, too.
c)
Spending money on other people, or giving them gifts, can also have a positive effect.
d)
If people see us as generous and caring people who spend on others, then our importance grows.
e)
Studies into happiness are limited by the lack of available trustworthy data.
f)
Conversely, keeping money for yourself can actually have a negative effect.  
g)

As a result, we may experience a great deal of personal happiness for several weeks.
The science of happiness
Most of us like to buy things for ourselves, and we all know that spending money on these objects and experience can bring us a lot of happiness. 1  b    It has long been understood that charitable behaviour can make us feel more contented.
Studies using long-term data from volunteers have revealed that involvement in any kind of charitable work tends to increase both life satisfaction and happiness. This is supported by research that shows how we can take pleasure in doing kind things for others, even strangers. 2      
But it’s not just about doing good. 3      One of the reasons for this increased happiness is that there are effects on our bodies as well as our minds when we give away our time or money. 
Biologists have recently discovered that even thinking about spending on others could increase the production of chemicals such as the protective antibody immunoglobulin A. 4      So the act of giving keeps you healthier.

5       In studies which looked at those people in a wealthy situation who did and did not pass on their funds, people who gave away more money tended to have lower levels of the stress hormone, cortisol, in their blood. In fact, recent neurological research has shown that giving money to charity affects parts of the brain connected to pleasure and reward. 

On top of the psychological and physiological benefits, there are social gains to be made, too. For both individuals and businesses, donating to charity can send a positive message to the rest of society. 6       Another good reason to invest in others is that if you ever need help, people are more likely to return the favour, and help you. 
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13 
Read the article again. Decide if the statements are true (T) or false (F).

1 Most people aren’t conscious of the link 
between charity and happiness.
  F _ 
2 There are real benefits to how people see 
themselves when they are generous and 
giving.
        
3 The psychological benefits of giving don’t 
last very long.
        
4 The psychological benefits of giving only 
relate to time, not money.
5 The advantages of giving are both mental 
and physical.
        
6 People who are more generous should be 
able to fight illnesses better.
        
7 Stress causes the body to release 
immunoglobulin A.
        
8 Rich people who keep their money for 
themselves are less stressed.
        
9 When you give away money your body 
makes cortisol.
        
10 If we donate money to charity, people tend 
to admire us.
        
11 People often won’t assist generous 
individuals if they need help themselves.
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Writing

14
Complete the sentences with the phrases in the box. There are two phrases you do not need.
	badly-drawn   moving   fast-paced   persuasive   unconvincing   well-written   well-researched   slow-moving


1 I agree with most of what he has to say, it’s certainly persuasive – I can see why a lot of people support the idea.
2 The plot was so _________ I cried through most of the film. How embarrassing!
3 I’m not so sure about the ending, it’s                 – I just don’t believe the main character would do that.
4 That documentary on climate change was very                 , they must have spent a lot of time investigating all the facts.
5 Although the plot is thoroughly gripping, the book is disappointing because of the                 characters who use very dated dialogue.
6 The events develop in such a ________ way that the reader can hardly keep up with what is happening.
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15
Write a review of a book or short story you have recently read. Say why you would or would not recommend it. Use a variety of adjectives. Write 140–180 words.

                                                                                  ___

                                                                                  ___

                                                                                  ___
                                                                                  ___
                                                                                  ___

                                                                                  ___

                                                                                  ___

                                                                                  ___

                                                                                  ___

                                                                                  ___

                                                                                  ___

                                                                                  ___

                                                                                  ___

                                                                                  ___

                                                                                  ___

                                                                                  ___

                                                                                  ___

                                                                                  ___

                                                                                  ___

                                                                                  ___

                                                                                  ___

                                                                                  ___

                                                                                  ___

                                                                                  ___

                                                                                  ___
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