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Biiyiik Iskender: Dogu Seferi ve
Hellenistik Cag

Alexander the Great: His Eastern
Campaign, and The Hellenistic Period

II. Philippos ile Olympias'in oglu olan Aleksandros, modern
literatiirde Biiyiik Iskender (MO 836-323) olarak bilinir (Fig.
1). Ancak kendisinin veya déoneminde yasayanlarin onun i¢in
“Buyuk” sifatini kullandigina iliskin bir kanit yoktur. Bu sifat
daha sonraki ytzyillarda, muhtemelen Gec¢ Hellenistik veya
Roma 1mparat0rlugu donemlerinde kendisine yakistirilmis
olmaliydi. On dort yasindayken baskent Pella yakinindaki
Mieza’da Aristoteles’ten felsefe ve siyaset bilimi dersleri alma-
ya baslayan Iskender, genc yasta olmasina karsin biiyiik bir
komutan, zeki ve ileri gortsli bir kisiydi. Hellen edebiyatini
iyi biliyordu; Homeros’un destanlarini yastiginin altindan hig
eksik etmedigi, Euripides’in dramalarini ezbere bildigi soyle-
nir. Iskender, babasinin élimtnden sonra, 20 yasinda bir de-
likanliyken Makedon Krallig1 tahtina gecti. Iskender’in Pers
Imparatorluguna son verdigi MO 331 yili ile son Hellenistik
krallik olan Ptolemaioslarin Aktion Savasi sonrasi tarih sah-
nesinden silindikleri MO 30 yil1 arasindaki yaklasik 300 yillik

donem “Hellenistik Cag” olarak adlandirilir.

Kiiciik Asya’da

Iskender, babasinin biraktigl yerden devam etmek istiyordu;
dogudaki en biiytik tehlike Perslerdi ve bu gtic ortadan kaldi-
rilmaliydi. Bu dustinceyle MO 334 yil1 baharinda Anadolu’ya
gecti. Tlk is olarak Tlion’a (eski Troia) gidip Homerosun Ili-
as (Hyada) destaninin ana konusunu olusturan Troia Sava-
s1 kahramanlar: icin kurban kesti, adaklar sundu. Persler-
le ilk karsilasma ise Granikos (Biga Cay1) yakininda oldu.
Iskender’in uyguladig1 taktik sonucu Persler kesin bir yenilgi-
ye ugradilar (MO 334). Granikos Savasi ile Anadolunun kapi-

s1 Iskender’e acilmis oldu.

*  Koc Universitesi, Suna ve Inan Kira¢ Akdeniz Medeniyetleri Arastirma
Merkezi (AKMED), Kaleici, Antalya. ogtekin@ku.edu.tr

0GUZ TEKIN*

Alexandros, the son of Philip II and Olympias, is
commonly known in modern times as Alexander the
Great (336-323 BC) (Fig. 1). However, there is no
evidence to suggest that the title “Great” was used
during his lifetime by himself or his contemporaries.
This epiteth must have been adopted in later centu-
ries, probably during the Late Hellenistic or Roman
Imperial periods. Alexander began studying philoso-
phy and political science with Aristotle at Mieza, near
the capital city Pella at the age of fourteen, and he was
already known as a great commander, and an intelli-
gent and far-sighted leader at a young age. He had a
deep knowledge of Greek literature, and was praised
to know Homer’s epics and Euripides’ dramas by
heart. Alexander ascended the Macedonian throne
as a young man at the age of 20, after the death of
his father. The 300-year-long period between 331 BC,
when Alexander ended the Persian Empire, and 30
BC, when the last Hellenistic kingdom, the Ptolemaic
Kingdom, was defeated ultimately at the Battle of Ac-
tium, is known as the Hellenistic Period.

In Asia Minor
Alexander continued in his father’s footsteps. The
greatest danger in the east was the Persians and their
hegemony had to be subdued. With this objective, Al-
exander’s campaign reached Anatolia in the spring
of 334 BC. His first stop was Ilion (former Troia),
where he made sacrifices and offerings to the heroes
of the Trojan War, the main subject of Homer’s epic
Ilias. The first military encounter with the Persians
took place near Granicus River (Biga River). As a re-
sult of Alexander’s superior military tactics, the Per-
sians were defeated decisively and thus, after the Bat-
tle of Granicus in 334 BC, the gates of Anatolia were
opened to Alexander.

Alexander proceeded southwards and marched
towards Sardis. When his armies approached the city,

the Lydian satrap Mithrines and the elders of the city
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greeted Alexander and declared that
the city would surrender. Alex-
ander did not interfere with
the local government mech-
anism formerly established
here by the Persians,
apart from changing the
administrators, and con-
tinued to march towards
Ephesus. Here, he called
back the exiled citizens,
ended the oligarchic ad-
ministration, and set up
democracy again. In the
meantime, ambassadors
of Magnesia (Ortaklar)
and Tralleis (Aydin) came
to declare that they surren-
dered their cities to Alexander’s
rule. The next day, departing for
Miletus, Alexander confronted
the opposition and took the city.
Later, receiving news that a large
military force of the Persians was
preparing for battle at the center
of the satrapy in Halicarnas-

sus (Bodrum), Alexander led

his army to Caria and took the

cities on his path. When he ap-

Head of Alexander the Great.
Istanbul Archaeology Museums. (CC BY-SA 3.0)

proached Halicarnassus, he
set up camp outside the city
and started preparations for a
siege. Halicarnassus surrendered to Alexander after
a long resistance.

Alexander then headed south to Lycia. When
he entered Lycia, first Telmessos (Fethiye) surren-
dered; and then Alexander’s armies took the cities
of Pinara (Minaret), Xanthos (Kinik), and Patara
(Ovagelemis), as well as nearly 30 small settlements.
As winter started, Alexander had reached Milyas,
which was then part of Lycia, where he received am-
bassadors from Phaselis (Tekirova), who came to
offer Alexander a golden diadem along with their
blessings. Having heard of the turn of events, other
cities also sent envoys, and Alexander ordered them
to hand over their cities to the commanders he would
send. Then he went forth to Phaselis and captured a
stronghold nearby with the consent and the help of
the citizens of Phaselis, who considered this fort, built
by Pisidians, a threat to their city. Certain groups of
local people who were taking shelter in this fort had
been plundering Phaselis’ agricultural land. As he
left Phaselis, Alexander sent part of his army to Per-
ge through the mountain passes (at Klimax, today
known as Kesme Gorge), while he himself took the
route by the shore to Perge (Aksu) with the rest of his
army. After he left Perge, ambassadors from Aspen-
dos (Belkis) greeted him on the way and declared
that they would surrender their city on the condi-
tion that Alexander did not set up a garrison in their
city. Alexander conditionally accepted their request,
but later on, the administrators of Aspendos did not
comply with Alexander’s requirements. Therefore,
Alexander entered Aspendos and took over the city,

imposing heavier conditions. He proceeded towards

Byiik iskender Bast.
Istanbul Arkeoloji Miizeleri. (CC BY-SA 3.0)

Iskender giineye inerek Sardeis’e dogru
yuruyuse gecti. Kente yaklastiginda Lydia
Satrab1 Mithrines ve beraberinde bulu-
nan kentin ileri gelenleri Iskender’i
karsiladilar ve kentin teslim ola-
cagini bildirdiler. Iskender, Pers do-
nemindeki yerel yonetim mekaniz-
masini bozmadai; sadece idarecilerini
degistirdi ve daha sonra Ephesos’a
geldi. Stirgtinleri geri ¢cagird; oligarsik
idareye son vererek tekrar demokrasiyi
kurdu. Bu sirada Magnesia (Ortaklar)
ve Tralleisten (Aydin) elciler gelerek
kentlerini Iskender’e teslim ettiler. Ertesi
gun Miletos’a dogru yola ¢ikan Iskender,
direnisi kirarak kenti ele gecirdi. Daha son-
ra, kalabalik bir Pers ordusunun satraplik mer-
kezi Halikarnassos’ta (Bodrum) bulundugunu
haber alarak, Karia’ya dogru yola ¢ikti. Yolu
uzerindeki kentleri ele gecirdi. Halikarnassos’a
Fig. 1: yaklastiginda kentin disinda kamp kura-
rak kusatma hazirliklarina basladi. Ha-
likarnassos uzunca bir direnisten sonra
Iskender’e teslim oldu.

Iskender daha sonra giineye, Lykia'ya
yoneldi. Lykia’ya girdiginde once Telmessos (Fethiye) tes-
lim oldu; sonra Pinara (Minare), Ksanthos (Kinik) ve Pata-
ra (Ovagelemis) ile 30 kadar ufak yerlesmeyi ele gecirdi. Kis
bastirdiginda, o zamanlar Lykianin bir parcas: olarak kabul
edilen Milyas’a girdiginde Phaselis’ten (Tekirova) elciler gelip
Iskender’e iyi dileklerini sundular ve kendisine altin bir tac
armagan ettiler. Bunu duyan diger kentler de ona el¢ilerini gon-
derdiler. Iskender onlara, gonderecegi komutanlara kentlerini
teslim etmelerini buyurdu. Sonra Phaselis’e gelerek onlarin da
arzusu ve yardimi ile yakinlardaki gticlti bir kaleyi ele gecirdi.
Cuinka Pisidialilar tarafindan insa edilmis olan bu kale, Pha-
selisliler icin bir tehlike arz ediyordu. Orada yuvalanan yer-
liler, Phaselislilerin ekip bictikleri topraklari yagmaliyorlardi.
Phaselis’ten ayrilan Iskender, ordusunun bir kismini dag ge-
citleri (Klimaks, bugtunkii Kesme Bogazi) arasindan Perge’ye
gonderdi. Kendisi de kiyiy1 izleyerek Perge’ye (Aksu) geldi.
Perge’den ayrildiktan sonra yolda kendisini karsilayan Aspen-
dos (Belkis) elcileri kentlerini teslim edeceklerini bildirdiler
fakat kente bir garnizon yerlestirilmemesi ricasinda da bulun-
dular. Iskender sartli olarak Aspendoslularin istegini kabul
etti ancak Aspendoslular daha sonra Iskender’in ileri siirdii-
gu sartlar: yerine getirmek istemediler. Bunun tizerine Isken-
der Aspendos’a girdi ve agir sartlarla kenti teslim aldi. Sonra
Side’ye gelerek orada bir muhafiz birligi birakti ve dogruca
Sillyon’a (Yankoy Hisarn) hareket etti. Sillyon istihkam edilmis
bir sehirdi. Iskender, burada vakit kaybetmek istemediginden

olacak, yoluna devam etmek istedi. Once Perge’ye ve oradan
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da kuzeye, Phrygia’ya yoneldi. Yolunun tzerinde 6nemli bir
Milyas kenti olan Termessosun (Gullik Dagi) direnciyle
karsilasan Iskender, daglik bir arazi tizerinde kurulu bulunan
bu kenti ele gecirmesi ¢ok zaman alacagindan buray: fethet-
me diistiincesinden vazgecti ve Sagalassos’a (Aglasun) dogru
yola cikt1. Kent olanca guicliyle karsi koymaya calistiysa da so-
nunda Iskender’e teslim oldu.

Askania Goli'ntin  (Burdur Goli) kiyisimi  izleyerek
Phrygia'ya giren Iskender, birka¢ giinlik yolculuktan sonra
Kelainai’a (Dinar) vardi. Burasit bir Pers satrabinin garni-
zonu ile istihkam edilmis bir kentti. Kente bir isgal ordusu
birakarak on giin kadar burada dinlendi. Daha sonra, Pers
satraplik merkezlerinden biri ve eski Phrygia Kralliginin
baskenti olan Gordion’a (Yassthoyik) geldi. Arrianos’tan
ogrendigimize gore kral, Gordion’da Midas'in sarayina gi-
derek Gordios’un efsanevi arabasini ve boyundurugundaki
kayislar1 gérmek istemisti. Biliyordu ki efsaneye gore, araba-
nin boyundurugundaki kayisi ¢c6zen kimse “Asya’nin hakimi”
olacakti. Séylendigine gore, duguimu ¢ézemeyecegini anlayin-
ca kayist kilicryla kesmis, boylece ¢6zdiigiini ilan etmisti!

Ertesi giin Iskender, Galatia'nin en énemli kenti Ankyra’ya
(Ankara) geldi; kendisini Paphlagonialilardan olusan bir
heyet karsiladi. Heyet, Iskender’in egemenligini taniyacak-
larim1 fakat ordusuyla topraklarina girmemelerini istedi.
Iskender onlara, yeni atadig1 Phrygia satrabina itaat etmeleri-
ni séyleyerek Kappadokia’ya dogru yola ¢ikti. Boylece Kiigiik
Asya'nin Halys’e (Kizilirmak) kadar olan énemli bir bélimi
Iskender’in egemenligine girmis oldu. Iskender daha sonra
Kilikia gecitlerine dayandi. Ertesi giin safakta emrindeki or-
duyla kolayca bogazdan gecerek Kilikia’ya girdi. Stivari birlik-
leri ve hafif silahli piyadelerle cabucak Tarsos’a ytriidi. Antik
kaynaklarda Tarsos’a giren Iskender’in yorgunluktan bitap
dustagu, Kydnos Irmagi'nda (Tarsus Cay1) ytzdikten sonra
ateslendigi ve uyuyamadig1 anlatilmaktadir.

Tarsos’tan ayrilarak, 6nce Ankhiale (Mersin civarinda) ken-
tine sonra da Soloi’a (Mezitli, Viransehir) gelen Iskender ora-
da bir muhafiz birligi birakarak, kenti 200 gtimtis talanton para
cezas1 6demeye mahkiim etti. Ciinkii kent hala Perslere sempa-
ti duyuyordu. Oradan daglarda pusu kurmus olan Kilikialila-
rin Uzerine yoneldi. Bir haftada onlar1 puskirtmeyi basarda,
bir kismin1 esir ald1 ve Soloi’a dondii. Burada Saglik Tanris
Asklepios’a kurban adadiktan sonra askerlerini teftisten gecir-
mek tizere mesale yarisi, spor ve edebiyat yarismalar1 dizen-
ledi. Soloi’dan ayrilan Iskender Tarsos’a dogru yola ¢ikti. Bu
arada Magarsos’a (Karatas yakinlarinda Dortdirek) ugrayarak
Athena Magarsia’ya adakta bulundu. Mallos’a (Kiziltahta ya-
kinlarinda) vardiginda Kahraman Amphilokhos'un mezarini
ziyaret etti. Malloslularin bir i¢ savasin esiginde olduklarinin
farkina varan Iskender, bu kargasaya son vermelerini istedi;
Pers krali Dareios’a 6dedikleri vergiden muaf tuttu ¢unkui
Mallos bir Argos kolonisiydi ve Iskender’in kendisi de Argoslu

Heraklesogullar1 soyundan geliyordu.

Side, where he stationed a guards unit, and contin-
ued directly to Sillyon (Yankoéy Hisari). Sillyon was
a fortified city, and probably so as not to waste time
here, Alexander moved on. First, he headed towards
Perge and then north towards Phrygia. Alexander en-
countered a strong opposition at Termessos (Mount
Gulliik), a major city of Milyas, and gave up the costly
idea of conquering this city built on mountainous ter-
rain, and instead he set off for Sagalassos (Aglasun).
Although the city resisted with all its force, it finally
surrendered to Alexander.

Following the shore of Lake Askania (Lake Bur-
dur), Alexander entered Phrygia, and arrived at Kelai-
nai (Dinar) after a few days of marching. Kelainai was
a fortified city and the Persian satrap’s garrison. Al-
exander stationed an occupying army at the city and
rested here for about ten days. Then, he set off to Gor-
dion (Yassithoyuk), the center of a Persian satrapy and
the capital city of the former Kingdom of Phrygia. Ac-
cording to the accounts of Arrianos, Alexander visited
the palace of Midas for he wanted to see the legendary
ox-cart of Gordios and the knot on the cart’s yoke. He
knew that according to the legend, whoever unraveled
this knot would become “the ruler of Asia.” Apparent-
ly, when he understood that it would be impossible to
undo the knots, he sliced the strap with his sword and
announced the knot unraveled!

The next day, Alexander came to Ancyra (An-
kara), the most important city of Galatia, where he
was welcomed by a delegation of Paphlagonians.
The delegation declared that they would recognize
Alexander’s sovereignty and requested him not
to enter their territory with his army. Alexander
placed Paphlagonia under the authority of the new
Phrygian satrap he appointed and began to march
towards Cappadocia. Thus, a large territory of Asia
Minor west of River Halys (Kizilirmak) came under
Alexander’s rule. Alexander proceeded towards the
Cilician passes and entered Cilicia with his armies
the next day at dawn with ease. He marched quickly
to Tarsus with the cavalry and the light infantry. An-
cient historical sources narrate that, Alexander was
exhausted when he entered Tarsus, where he came
down with fever after bathing in River Kydnos (Tar-
sus Cay1) and could not sleep through the night.

Leaving Tarsus, Alexander first came to the city
of Ankhiale (around Mersin) and then proceeded
to Soloi (Mezitli, Viransehir), where he stationed a
guards unit and imposed a fine of 200 silver talan-
ton on the city as retribution for their support of the
Persians. Then he turned towards the Cilician insur-
gents in the mountains. He succeeded in repelling
them in one week and returned to Soloi with Cilician
prisoners. Here, after offering sacrifices to the god of
health, Asclepius, he organized torch relays, sports ,
and literature competitions so as to inspect the con-
dition of his armies and to bring them to order. Alex-
ander left Soloi, and on his way to Tarsus, he visited
Magarsos (Dortdirek near Karatas) to make offerings
to Athena Magarsia. When he arrived at Mallos (near
Kiziltahta), he paid due respect to the Argive hero
Amphilokhos. Realizing that the people of Mallos
were on the verge of a civil war, Alexander requested
the stakeholders to cease fire and took part in this

truce by exempting Mallos from paying taxes to the
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Persian King Dareios, because Mallos was an Argive
colony, and Alexander himself was a descendant of
the lineage of Heracles of Argos.

When Alexander was in Mallos, he received news
that Dareios was establishing a garrison at Sokhoi in
the Assyrian territory, and thus he left the city with his
armies the next day. Meanwhile, Dareios had set forth
towards Issos (Yesil Hoytik, formerly Kinet Hoytk)
and, not knowing of Alexander’s advance, he had
passed the road that Alexander had crossed before
him, ending up behind Alexander, as he proceeded
towards River Pinaros. Having received news of Darei-
os’ whereabouts, Alexander turned his armies around
and headed to the banks of River Pinaros. The army of
Dareios was situated on the north bank of River Pina-
ros (Delicay or Payas Stream?) and Alexander’s army
was deployed south of the river. After a violent bat-
tle, Alexander defeated Dareios, although his troops
outnumbered Alexander’s army. Dareios fled in 333
BC and after his victory at Issos (Fig. 2), Alexander
founded the city of Alexandria (modern Esentepe/
Iskenderun), which bears his name.

Beyond Anatolia

Alexander proceeded towards Syria and came to
Phoenicia (Phoinikia), one of the most important na-
val bases of the Persians. Sidon was conquered with-
out resistance and Tyros (Sur) was defeated in 332
BC following a siege; thus Palestine also came under
Alexander’s rule. Then, Alexander marched towards
Egyptin the fall of 332 BC; he conquered Egypt, and
here, in the Nile Delta, founded a city bearing his
name: Alexandria. Alexander was well received in
Egypt and was associated with the Egyptian god Am-
mon. He did not change the administrative structure

in Egypt, where he appointed a local ruler; however,

Iskender Mallos’tayken Dareios'un Assur topraklarinda
Sokhoi’da karargah kurdugu haberini ald1 ve ertesi giin yola
cikt1. Dareios ise Issos’a (Yesil Hoyuk, eski adiyla Kinet Hoytk)
dogru yola cikt1 ve farkinda olmadan daha 6nce Iskender’in
gectigi yoldan gecerek onun arkasina sarkti ve Pinaros
Irmagi'na yoneldi. Bunu haber alan Iskender hemen geriye
doénerek Pinaros Irmagi’nin kiyilarina vardi. Dareios’un ordu-
su Pinaros Irmagrnin (Delicay veya Payas Cay1?) kuzeyinde,
Iskender’in ordusu ise giineyinde mevzilendi. Burada siddetli
bir savas oldu. Iskender, sayica daha fazla askere sahip olan
Dareios’'un ordusu karsisinda tstinligt ele gecirdi. Dareios
kact1 (MO 333) (Fig. 2). Issos zaferinden sonra Iskender, kendi
adin1 tagtyan Aleksandreia (bugiinki Esentepe/Iskenderun)

kentini kurdu.

Anadolu’nun Otesinde

Iskender daha sonra Suriye’ye (Syria) girerek Perslerin en
6nemli donanma uslerinden Fenike’ye (Phoinikia) geldi.
Sidon, kars1 koymadan alindi, Tyros (Sur) ise kusatma so-
nunda ele gecirildi (MO 332); Filistin de Iskender’in kont-
roliine gecti. Iskender MO 332 sonbaharinda Misir'a yo-
neldi; Misir ele gecirildi ve burada, Nil Deltasi’'nda, kendi
adimi tasiyan bir kent kurdu: Aleksand-

reia (1skenderiye). Iskender, Misir’da cok

Fig. 2:

iyi karsilandi; Misir Tanrisi Ammon ile Iskender mozaigi.

Ozdeslestirildi. Misir’da yonetimi, adet 25 5. 152)
oldugu tuzere, yerli bir yoneticiye birakti; ’

. . . Alex: saic.
fakat yine mali ve askeri kontrol Hellen ya exander mosaic

da Makedon kokenli kisilerin elindeydi. 25, p. 132)
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Iskender, MO 331’de Misir'dan ayrilarak, Pers Kral
Dareios’un asil ordusunun bulundugu Babylonia’ya girdi. Tki
ordu Mezopotamya’da Arbela (Erbil) yoresindeki Gaugamela
Ovasr'nda karsilasti. Savas taktigi ve Iskender’in zekasi, Pers
ordusunun bozguna ugramasina neden oldu; Dareios kactr.
Gaugamela Savasi'ndan sonra Iskender “Asya Krali” ilan edil-
di; Persler ise bir daha toparlanamadilar. Iskender, Iran (Per-
sia) iclerine girerek Pers imparatorlugu’nun baskentleri olan
Babylon, Susa, Persepolis ve Ekbatana’yr (bugiin Hemedan)
ele gecirdi; imparatorlugun hazinelerine el koydu. Bir siire
sonra Dareios, kendi adamlarindan biri olan Baktria Satra-
b1 Bessos tarafindan éldiiriildii. Iskender, MO 330-329 yilla-
rinda herhangi bir kars1 koymayla karsilasmadan Hindikus
Daglari'na kadar ilerledi. MO 827-325 yillar1 Iskender’in Hin-
distan seferine ciktig1 yillardir. Béylece imparatorlugun dogu
sinirlarini Hyphasis ve Asag1 Indos (Sind) havzalarina degin
genisletti. Kuzeybati Hindistan’da Paurava Krali Porosun
kars1 koymasiyla karsilasan Iskender, Hydaspes Irmag: yaki-
ninda Poros’u yenilgiye ugratti. Hydaspes Savasi zaferinden
sonra Pencap’a girdi. Fakat yorgun diisen askerlerinin daha
fazla ilerlemek istememeleri nedeniyle geri donmek zorunda
kaldi. Ordusunun bir kismi Indos Irmagr'ndan gemilerle, bir
kismi da kara yoluyla Indos Deltasr’na vardi. Daha sonra yine
hem deniz hem kara yolunu kullanarak ordusuyla Persia’ya
donda (MO 325-324). Ne var ki Iskender cok gecmeden atesli
bir hastaliga yakalanarak MO 323’te, heniiz 33 yasindayken
Babylon’da (Babil) oldi.

Iskender Imparatorlugu’nun Yapisi ve Niteligi
Iskender, kurdugu imparatorlugun yoénetiminde Pers sis-
teminden de yararlanmis, Perslerin satraplik idaresini
benimsemisti; ¢ctinkii bu denli genis bir cografyada tek mer-
kezden yonetimin guclikleri olacag: kesindi (Harita). Oysa
bir tir yerel yonetim o6rguti olan satrapliklar ile bu isi ¢6-
ziimlemek daha kolaydi. Iskender, satrapliklarin basina én-
celeri Pers yoneticileri gecirmisse de zamanla Makedon yo-
neticileri atadi; imparatorlugun baskenti olarak Babylon’u
(Babil) secti. Askeri ve sivil yonetimi birbirinden ayirdi, bir
de maliye 6rgiitii kurdu. Devletin resmi dilinin Hellence (At-
tika lehcesi) olmasi kararlastirilmisti. Pers seferi sirasinda
Iskender’in yaptig1 en buyuk islerden biri de yeni kentler
kurmasidir. Bu kentlerin cogu Tigris’in (Dicle) dogusunda
bulunuyordu. En énemlilerinin basinda, hi¢ kuskusuz, Mi-
sir’daki Aleksandreia (Iskenderiye) gelmektedir. Iskender,
ticaret ve ulasima da 6nem vermis, Perslerin yol sebekesini
daha da gelistirmistir.

Iskender, bir kiiltir birligi olusumunu saglamak icin Ma-
kedonlar ile Perslerin evlilik yapmalarini istiyordu. Nitekim,
Arrianos’tan 6grendigimize goére 10.000 Makedonyali as-
ker, Anadolu ve Iran’daki yerli halktan Kkisilerle evlenmisti.
Iskender’in kendisi de Susa’da yapilan bir térenle iki Pers

prensesini es olarak aldu.

Greek or Macedonian officials were appointed to fi-
nancial and military positions.

Alexander left Egypt in 331 BC and marched
into Babylonia, where the main army of the Persian
King Dareios was deployed. The two armies met in
Gaugamela Plain near Arbela (Erbil) in Mesopota-
mia. As aresult of Alexander’s intelligent military tac-
tics, the Persian army was defeated and Dareios had
to flee. After the Battle of Gaugamela, Alexander was
declared the “King of Asia,” while the Persians were
not able to regroup their armies. Alexander entered
Persia, where he captured the capital cities of the
Persian Empire, namely Babylon, Susa, Persepolis,
and Ecbatana (Hagmatana), and seized the imperial
treasures as booty. Soon after, Dareios was killed by
one of his own men, Bessos, the satrap of Baktria.
Alexander advanced in 330-329 BC all the way to
the Hindu Kush Mountains without any opposition.
During 327-325 BC, Alexander prepared for and set
off on his campaign to India. Thus, he expanded the
eastern borders of his empire to the Hyphasis and
Lower Indus (Sindh) basins. In northwestern India,
Alexander encountered the resistance of Poros, the
King of Paurava, and he defeated Poros near River
Hydaspes. After his victory at the Battle of Hydaspes,
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he entered Punjab. However, he was forced to end his
campaign and return, because his armies were too
exhausted to continue advancing further. He dis-
patched part of his army by boat via the Indus River,
and the rest by land into the Indus Delta. From the
delta, Alexander’s armies returned to Persia by sea
and by land (325-324 BC). However, Alexander came
down with fever soon after arriving in Babylon, and
died here in 323 BC at the age of 33.

The Structure and Characteristics of
Alexander’s Empire

Alexander adopted the Persian administrative struc-
ture and retained the Persian system of satrapies for
governing his empire, because undoubtedly a political
entity of such wide dimensions would be nearly impos-
sible to govern from a single center (Map). On the oth-
er hand, the satrapal structure, which was a system of
local governance, facilitated the administration of this
wide geographical expanse. Initially having installed
Persian aristocrats as new rulers of the satrapies he
conquered, over time, Alexander began to appoint

Macedonian rulers. Alexander chose Babylon as the

capital city of his empire. He separated military and

Iskender’in zaferlerindeki en 6nemli askeri unsurlardan
biri, daha 6nce babasi II. Philippos tarafindan kullanilmis
olan ve sarissa adini tastyan uzun mizrakli (5 metreden fazla)
“hoplit” denen askerlerden olusan phalankstir. Hizli ve hareket
yetenegi yuksek bu askeri birlik, hantal Pers gticleri karsisinda
kolaylikla zafere ulasabiliyordu. O siralarda hentiz 16 yasinda
olan Iskender, babasi II. Philipposun Yukar: Strymon’daki
Maidlere ve MO 339’da kuzeydeki kabilelere karsi yaptigi
savaslarda bulunmustu. Babasinin, Atina ve miittefikleri-
ne kars1 kesin zaferini elde ettigi Khaironeia Savasinda sol
kanatta mevzilenen Makedonlara komuta etmisti. Kisacasi,
dogu seferi 6ncesi kazandig1 bir deneyimi varda.

Iskender, bir “diinya imparatorlugu” niteligini tagiyan dev-
letinde tek bir para sistemi kabul etmis olup Makedonya’dan
Iran ve Fenike topraklarina kadar yayilan
darphanelerde bastirmis oldugu gtumus sik- Harita:
kelerde 6n ytuzde Herakles basi, arka yuzde Baylk Iskender
ise tahtta oturan Zeus vardir (Fig. 3). Buyik
iskender’in Anadolu’daki ilk darphanesi ola- .1

silikla Tarsos idi. Birim ise esas olarak drah-
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ALEXANDER THE GREAT: HIS EASTERN CAMPAIGN, AND THE HELLENISTIC PERIOD

civil administration and also established a financial
organization. The official language of the empire was
Ancient Greek (the Attic dialect). One of the greatest
deeds of Alexander during the Persian campaign was
the establishment of new cities. Most of these cities
were located east of Tigris. One of the most important
cities was undoubtedly Alexandria in Egypt. Alexan-
der also promoted trade and transportation, and im-
proved the road network of the Persians.

Alexander strategically encouraged intermar-
riage between Macedonians and Persians to foster
cultural unity and integration. In fact, according to
Arrianos, 10,000 Macedonian soldiers married indig-
enous people in Anatolia and Iran. Alexander him-
self took two Persian princesses in marriage with a
grand ceremony in Susa.

One of the most important elements of Alexan-
der’s army, previously also used by Philip II, was the
phalanx units, known as “hoplites,” which consisted of
light infantry armed with long (more than 5 meters)
spears called sarissa. These agile and mobile troops
could easily triumph over the bulky Persian forces. Al-
exander, only 16 at the time, had participated in his fa-
ther Philip II's battles against the Maedians in the up-
per Strymon valley and against the northern tribes in
339 BC. He had commanded the Macedonian troops
on the left wing, at the Battle of Chaeroneia, where
his father won a decisive victory against Athens and its
allies. In short, Alexander had ample military experi-
ence prior to his eastern campaign.

Alexander adopted a single currency across his
“world empire.” Silver coins showing the head of
Heracles on the obverse and Zeus seated on a throne
on the reverse (Fig. 3), were minted in cities from Mac-
edonia to Phoenician and all the way to Iran during
his reign. The first mint established by Alexander the
Great in Anatolia was probably at Tarsus. The main
currency was drachm and tetradrachm. Increasingly, he
used the title of “basileus” (king) on his coins, and af-
ter his death many kings continued to use this title.
Alexander promoted the advancement of sciences by
bringing with him scholars on his campaigns, and al-
lowing them to make observations on geography, ani-
mals, and plants in the countries he conquered.

After Alexander’s Death

When Alexander died on June 13, 323 BC in Babylon
without leaving an heir, the question who would suc-
ceed him on the throne presented a great challenge.
Due to this uncertainty, soon after his death, internal
power struggles ensued across the empire. His closest
commanders began to fight over the imperial throne
and for hegemony in various regions of the empire.
Soon after, the successors of Alexander, that is his clos-
est commanders known as diadochi (sing. diadokhos),
formed a Council of State in Babylon and discussed
how the empire would be governed. The Council of
State divided the imperial territory into administrative
units to be governed by the commanders. Perdikkas
was appointed as the chief commander of the impe-
rial army and the ruler of Asia. As such, Perdikkas had
acquired the highest level of political power. Krateros
and Antipatros were appointed as rulers of Macedonia
and Greece; Antigonos Monophthalmos (“one-eyed”)
became the ruler of Greater Phrygia, Lycia, and Pam-

mi ve tetradrahmidir. Giderek, sikkelerinde “basileus” (kral)
unvanini da kullanmis ve 6ltimiinden sonra pek cok kral daha
bu unvani kullanmaya devam etmistir. Iskender, beraberin-
de goturdigu bilim insanlarina, fethettigi ulkelerdeki hay-
vanlar ve bitkiler izerinde gézlemlerde bulunma ve cografi
arastirmalar yapma olanagi saglayarak bilimsel ¢calismalar: da

desteklemistir.

Iskender’den Sonra

Biiytik Iskender’in MO 13 Haziran 323’te Babylon’da (Babil)
olimiinden sonra, imparatorlugun basina kimin gececegi
sorun oldu; ctinku Iskender, tahta varis birakmamisti. Bu
belirsizlik nedeniyle kisa bir siire sonra taht kavgas1 basladi.
Iskender’e en yakin komutanlar, imparatorlugun basina gec-
mek ya da belirli bolgelerde yonetimi ele almak i¢in birbir-
leriyle mucadeleye basladilar. Cok ge¢cmeden, “Diadokhlar”
(Diadokhoi; tek. diadokhos) ad1 verilen Iskender’in ardillari,
yani ona yakin olan komutanlar, Babylon’da bir Devlet Kon-
seyi olusturarak, imparatorlugun yoénetim biciminin nasil
olacagi konusunu tartistilar. Devlet Konseyi, imparatorluk
topraklarinin yonetimini komutanlar arasinda bolastiirdu.
Imparatorluk ordusunun ve Asyanin yénetimi Perdikkas’a
verildi. Dolayisiyla, en biiyiik gtic Perdikkasin elinde
toplanmis oluyordu. Krateros ve Antipatros, Makedonya ve
Yunanistan’i; Antigonos Monophthalmos (“tek gozli”), Bu-
yik Phrygia, Lykia ve Pamphylia’y1; Leonnatos, Hellespontos
Phrygiasi’'n1 (Kiguk Phrygia); Menandros, Lydia’y1; Lysimak-
hos, Trakya’y1; Philotas, Kilikia’y1; Laomedon, Suriye’yi; Eu-
menes, Kappadokia ve Paphlagonia’y1; Ptolemaios da Misir’1
aldi. Seleukos ise bir stire bu paylasimin disinda kaldi. Kendi-
sine, Perdikkas’in sag kolu olarak, Stivari Birligi’'nin komutasi
verildi. Devlete yeni bir diizen vermek ve yonetim seklini be-
lirlemek iizere ayn1 y1l (MO 321) Suriye’deki Triparadeisos’ta,
ikinci bir Devlet Konseyi topland1. Bu toplantida alinan karar
uyarinca Antipatros imparator vekili; Antigonos ise Asya’da-
ki buyik ordunun komutan: secildi. Seleukos, Babylonia
Satrapligr’ni; Ptolemaios da Misir ve Kyrenaika’yr aldi. Ancak
diadokhlar arasindaki muiicadele daha da kizisti; yeni savaslar
kac¢inilmazdi.

MO 281 yilinda Anadolunun bazi kentleri Seleukosu
Lysimakhos’a kars1 yardima c¢agirdilar. Seleukos, buyuk bir
orduyla Toroslar’1 asarak Anadolu topraklarinda ilerlemeye
basladi. Son yillarda Lysimakhosun koéta yonetimine maruz
kalan kiy1 kentleri Seleukos’a kucak ac¢tilar. Smyrnanin kuze-
yinde Hermos (Gediz) Vadisi’'ndeki Koroupedion’da yapilan
savasta, Seleukos, 80 yasindaki Lysimakhos™u yenilgiye ugratti
ve oldirdia (MO 281). Boylece, “Diadokhlar Savas1” sona erdi.
Koroupedion zaferinden sonra Seleukos, Anadolunun ve
Indos’a degin Dogu'nun egemeni oldu. Bu, hemen hemen
Misir ve Hindistan disinda, Iskender’in fethettigi topraklara
esitti. Anadolu’da Seleukos egemenliginin baslamasiyla bir-

likte daha kictk bazi kralliklar da kuruldu: Bergama (Per-
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gamon), Bithynia, Pontos ve Kappadokia. Gercekte bu kral-
liklarin kurulus yillar1 daha énceye gitmektedir ancak tarih
sahnesinde belirgin bir sekilde yer almalar1 MO 3. yiizyilda
olmustur. Bolgesel glicler Apameia Antlasmasi sonucunda Se-
leukoslarin gitictiniin azalmasiyla cok daha gucli bir sekilde
ortaya ciktilar. Koroupedion Savas1 galibi Seleukos’'un ertesi
yil (MO 280) Ptolemaios Keraunos tarafindan dldariilmesiyle
Iskender’in tiniter devlet politikas1 tamamen ortadan kalkmis
oldu. Onun yerine, devletin paylasilan topraklarinda su kral-

liklar olusturuldu:

Misir’da, Ptolemaioslar

(I. Ptolemaios Soter'in yonetiminde)
Onasya’da, Seleukoslar

(I. Antiokhos Soter’in yonetiminde)
Makedonya’da, Antigonoslar

(I. Antigonos Gonatas’in yonetiminde)

Buyiik Iskender’in ele gecirdigi topraklarin mirascilari olan
diadokhlarin tarih sahnesinden cekilmesiyle de onlarin yeri-
ni ogullar1 aldi. Bu nedenle MO yak. 280-220 arasindaki do-
nem “daha sonra doganlar” ya da “ardillar” anlamina gelen

epigonlar (cog. epigonoi) olarak adlandirilir.

*  Biiyiik Iskender’in Kii¢iik Asya’daki ilerleyisi ve dogu seferi hakkinda ge-
nis ve ayrintili bilgi icin Ttpras Anadolu Uygarliklar: Serisi'nin 6. kitabi
Persler: Anadoluda Kudret ve Gorkem (2017) bashikli kitaba (s. 136-58) bas-
vurabilirsiniz.

phylia; Leonnatos, Phrygia Hellespontos (Lesser Phry-
gia); Menandros, Lydia; Lysimachus, Thrace; Philotas,
Cilicia; Laomedon, Syria; Eumenes, Cappadocia and
Paphlagonia; and Ptolemaios, Egypt. At this stage, Se-
leucus was not yet given a share. He was appointed as
the commander of the cavalry as the right-hand man
of Perdikkas. In the same year (321 BC), the Council
of State met for a second time in Triparadeisos, Syria,
to restructure the state administration and to deter-
mine the form of government. According to the deci-
sion taken at this meeting, Antipatros was chosen as
the deputy of the emperor and Antigonos was elected
commander of the great army in Asia. Seleucus be-
came the governor of the Satrapy of Babylonia and
Ptolemaios took Egypt and Kyrenaika. However, as the
power struggle between the diadochi intensified, new
wars became inevitable.

In 281 BC, some Anatolian cities called upon
Seleucus for support against Lysimachus. Seleukos
crossed the Taurus Mountains with a large army and
began to advance into Anatolia. The coastal cities
that had been subjected to the mismanagement of
Lysimachus welcomed Seleucus. At the battle of Ko-
roupedion that transpired in Hermos (Gediz) valley
north of Smyrna, Seleucus defeated and killed the
80-year-old Lysimachus (281 BC). The victory of Se-
leucus at this battle ended the Wars of the Diadochi.
After his victory at Koroupedion, Seleucus became
the ruler of Anatolia and the eastern territories all
the way to the Indus valley. His dominion included
almost all the territories conquered by Alexander ex-
cept for Egypt and India. With the onset of Seleucid
rule in Anatolia, other smaller kingdoms were also
established, such as Pergamon, Bithynia, Pontos, and
Cappadocia. In fact, these kingdoms were initially es-
tablished earlier, but it was in the 3™ century BC that
they gained prominence in the region. Such regional
powers emerged as influential historical actors fol-
lowing the Apamea Peace Treaty, which reduced the
power of the Seleucids. When the victor of the Battle
of Koroupedion, Seleucus, was killed by Ptolemaios
Keraunos at the following year in 280 BC, the unitary
state policy of Alexander came to an ultimate end.
Instead, the formerly united territories were divided

between the following kingdoms that rose to power:

Ptolemaic Dynasty in Egypt,
ruled by Ptolemaios (I) Soter
Seleucid Dynasty in the Near East,
ruled by Antiochus (I) Soter
Antigonid Dynasty in Macedonia,
ruled by Antigonos (I) Gonatas

After the end of the rule of the diadochi, who had in-
herited the territories conquered by Alexander the
Great, they were succeeded by their sons. For this
reason, the period between 280-220 BC is known as
the period of the epigonoi, meaning “those who were
born later” or “descendants.”

Translated by G. Bike Yazicroglu

* Detailed accounts of the advent of Alexander the
Great in Asia Minor and his eastern campaign may
be seen in the sixth volume of Ttipras Anatolian Civi-
lizations Series (2017), The Persians: Power and Glory in
Anatolia (pages 136-58).
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