Tasks  to the “Movie Dead Poets Society”
(1989, directed by Peter Weir)

1.  Describe the setting  in detail. 

2. What are the four pillars of the Academy?

3. Do the boys follow these every day? What is their interpretation of the four pillars?

4. What kind of school is this?

5. Discuss the meaning of how John Keating introduces himself to the class? What do you think of his methods of teaching?

6. Speak about Neil’s parents and their relations in the family. How did it influence the decision of the boy to commit suicide?

7. What is the Dead Poets’ Society what does it represent? 

8. What Latin phrase captures part of the theme of this movie? 

9. How does this phrase change each of the characters (Neil Perry, Todd Andersen, Charlie Dalton (Nuwanda), and Knox Overstreet)? 

10. Here are several key phrases from the movie. Discuss their meaning:
a)  We are food for worms.
b)  The powerful play goes on and you may contribute a verse.  
c)  Only in their dreams can men be truly free.  T’was always thus and always thus shall be.   

d)  I want you to find your own way to walk.    

e)  Sucking the merrow out of life does not mean choking on the bone. 

f)  Gather ye rosebuds while ye may 

g)  Make your lives extraordinary. 

11. This movie does not answer any questions.  It provides choices.  Dwell on  the following: 

a. Would Neil still have eventually committed suicide if Mr. Keating had never come into his life? 

b. Why exactly did Neil take his own life? 

c. Could Neil have found another way out of his predicament? Was suicide his only answer? 

d. With similarly screwed up parents as Neil's, why didn't Todd take the same way out? 

e. Who was really the bravest of Keating's boys? 

f. What happened to the original Dead Poets Society? Why did it cease to exist? 

g. How did the poetry book make it into Neil's room? Did Keating put it there? And if so, why, after telling the boys that the present administration would not look favourably on it, would Keating do that? 

h. In the initial screenplay, Todd specifically does not sign the paper at the end. In the movie, we are not told one way or the other. Did Todd sign it or not and why? 

i. Dead Poets Society: The Next Day... What happens next? What does the future hold for Keating and the boys? 
j. Who really was to blame for Neil’s death?
k. What is the meaning of poetry?

l. In the end, risking expulsion, would you have stood?  Give your reasons for your answer.
12. Recollect episodes in which the following poems were used. What is the effect of their introduction? 
She Walks In Beauty - Lord Byron 

O Me! O Life! - Walt Whitman
The Prophet - Abraham Cowley 

O Captain My Captain - Walt Whitman
To the Virgins, Make Much of Time - Robert Herrick 

The Road Not Taken - Robert Frost 

Sonnet XVIII - William Shakespeare
13. Choose one of the poems, explain the meaning and prepare to read it aloud in class. 
