Individual Task
Steps to Undertake
(1st term 
2024/25 academic year)

	1.
	Choose a poem for analysis and type it on the page.

	2.
	Present a short piece of information about the author and their creative activity (10 sentences max.)

	3.
	Give information about the text: why was it written, who was it addressed to, and what is the story of its creation?

	4.
	Paraphrase the poem* (direct word order, modern grammar, neutral words) and figure out the meaning of the poem. What happens in the poem? What is the poet trying to say? How forcefully does he/she say it? Which lines bring out the meaning of the poem? Note that the last lines of a poem are usually important as they either emphasise or change the poem's meaning. What is the theme of the poem? Is it directly or indirectly stated? How does the use of words help you to get at the meaning? Determine how these particular words contribute to the meaning of the poem. Also, look for words that are repeated. What effect does this add to the poem? How would you describe the poet’s use of words – vivid, striking, brutal, effective or colourless and predictable? Is the language appropriate to the subject matter and/or theme? What effect does the language have on the poems’ achievement?

	5 a.
	Analyze poetic Diction: 
Write out poetic words and give their neutral synonyms*. Why does the author introduce them?

	b.
	Pay attention to the peculiarities of poetic grammar*, write out older grammatical forms, give their modern equivalents and comment on their effects. Does the author use elision, diacritical mark? 

	6.
	Summarize: What is the message of the poem? How is it revealed (directly/ indirectly)?

	7.
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Present the poem: get ready (listen to the verse recited on YouTube or any other platform) and record yourself (or your student) reading the chosen piece of poetry.

	8.
	Consider the use of the poem for didactic purposes: suggest 3 exercises to be done on the basis of the poem in class (comprehension check questions/ discussion/ grammar, vocabulary, speaking exercises/ creative tasks etc.).





Examples:
Point 4:
	Initial variant
	Periphrasis

	MUCH have I travelled in the realms of gold,
  And many goodly states and kingdoms seen;
  Round many western islands have I been,
  Which bards in fealty to Apollo hold
	I have travelled much in the kingdoms of gold
And [I have] seen many beautiful states and kingdoms;
I have been round many western islands
Which poets hold  in loyalty to Apollo .


The author tells about his artistic experience to prove his expertise in the sphere. He tells about this in order to assert his right to judge writings of other poets as he is very knowledgeable: he says that he knows a lot about poetry as he has read many books (he uses metaphors, comparing literature with golden kingdoms, beautiful states). He adds an allusion to Apollo (God of Muses) to make a hint at the idea that he is actually writing not about physical travelling but his aesthetic experience in the sphere of literature. The words used here are of positive connotation and this reveals poet’s attitude to the world of literature: states are called beautiful and bards are loyal to Apollo etc.
4 a.The poet uses such poetic words as realms (kingdoms), goodly (beautiful), bards (poets), fealty (loyalty) to lift the message above the ordinary and commonplace, to make the style appropriate to the subject-matter: talking about literature he exalts his poem and makes it sound solemn. 
4 b. In order to keep the rhythm and to emphasize the most important things John Keats uses deviations from regular order of words and ellipsis. Thus putting “much” at the beginning of the line the poet underlines the idea that he is not a novice writer, deviation from word order in line three (“Round many western islands have I been”) lays stress on the word “been” (another emphasis on his being qualified) and adverbial modifier of place put at the beginning of the phrase shows scope of these travels. It seems that ellipsis of the subject and auxiliary verb in line 2 (“And [I have] seen …”) is aimed at preserving the rhythm.
