
4. Distinguished 3. Proficient 2. Apprentice 1. Novice

Writing-
Creativity and
Originality:
Writing is
creative

Writing had
many creative
details that
made the
reader want to
learn more.

Writing had
three or more
examples of
creative ideas.

Writing had
one to two
creative
details.

Writing was
not creative
and did not
show
imagination.

Writing-
Organization:
Has a
beginning, a
middle, and
an end

Writing has a
beginning,
middle, and
an end.
Writing flows
from one
sentence to
another.

Writing has a
beginning ,
middle, and
end.

Writing has at
least a
beginning,
middle, or end.

Writing does
not have a
beginning,
middle, or end.

Writing-Word
Choice:
Correct words
and details

Work used
many
adjectives to
show ideas.
Work used
excellent
words to paint
a clear 
picture.

Work used
many
adjectives to
show ideas.
Work used
words that
took away
from the
meaning.

Work had few
adjectives and
descriptive
words. Work
used the same
words over
and over.

Work did not 
have
adjectives or
descriptive
words.

Writing-
Spelling and
Grammar
(Conventions):
Correct
grammar and
spelling

Writer makes
no spelling or
capitalization
errors.  Writer
always used
the parts of
speech
correctly.

Writer makes
less than five
spelling and
capitalization
errors.  Writer
used the parts
of speech
correctly.

Writer makes
less than ten
spelling and
capitalization
errors. Writer
sometimes
used the parts
of speech
correctly.

Writer makes
so spelling and
capitalization
errors work is
hard to read.
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____ My writing shows imagination.

____ My writing has a beginning, middle, and an end.

____ My writing uses descriptive words.

____ My writing uses correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation.
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