
G comparatives and superlatives 
V transport 
P If!, ld3f, and !tf!, linking 

1 VOCABULARY & SPEAKING 
transport 

a In pairs, can you t hin k of fou r different forn1s 
of public transport in to\vns and cities in your 
country? 

b >- p.155 Vocabulary Bank Transport. 

2 PRONUNCIATION /JI, !d3!, and / tJ/ 

a ~4J)) Look at the pictures . W hat are the \.vords 
and sounds? Listen and repeat. 

b \\' rite three \vords fro111 the list in each colun1n. 

adventure bridge cat ch coach crash 
journey rush stat ion traffic jam 

c ~5 >)) Liste11 and cl1eck. Practise saying the 
\vords. 

d Look a t the \vords in the columns. What are the 
t ypical spellings for these sounds? Go to the 
Sound Bank p.167 and check. 

e 2 6 >)) Listen to the pairs of words. Can you hear 
the difference? Practise say ing them. 

/tJ/ and /<J3/ 

1 a cheap b 
. 
1eep 

2 a chain b Jane 

3 a choke b joke 

(// and /tJ/ 

4 a s hip b chip 

5 a shoes b choose 

6 a 'vash b \:Vatch 

f 2 7 J)) Listen and @ the \vord you hear. 

g 2 8 J)) Listen and write fi ve sentences. 

What's the 
best way to get Probably 
around London? the Tube, 

3 READING & LISTENING 

although buses 
are cheaper. 

a You are going to read about a race vvhich the BBC car 
progran1me Top Gear organized across London. Read the 
introduction and ans\ver the questions . 

.. 

1 \~!here do they have to go fro1n::> 'vVhere to::> 

2 \Vhat are t he four n1ethods of transport? 

3 Which one do you t hink \vi ii be the fastest? Why? 

4 In \vhat order do you t hin k t he ot her three vvill arrive? 
W hy? 

.-•. 
~ 

On Top Gear, a very popular BBC TV series about cars and 
driving, they decided to organize a race across London, to find 
the quickest way to cross a busy city. The idea was to start 
from Kew Bridge, in the south-west of London, and to finish the 
race at the check-in desk at London City Airport, in the east, 
a journey of approximately 15 miles. Four possible forms of 
transport were chosen, a bike, a car, a motorboat, and public 
transport. The show's presenter, Jeremy Clarkson, took 
the boat and his colleague James May went by car (a large 
Mercedes). Richard Hammond went by bike, and The Stig 
took public transport. He had an Oyster card. His journey 
involved getting a bus, then the Tube, and then the Docklands 
Light Railway, an overground train which connects east and 
west London. 

They set off on a Monday morning in the rush hour ... 
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His journey was along the River Thames. For the fi rst few miles there was 
a speed limit of nine miles an hour, because there are so many ducks and 
other birds in that part of the river. The river was confusing, and at one 
point he realized that he was going in the wrong direction. But he turned 
roumJJ and got back onto the right route. Soon he was going past Fulham 
football ground. He phoned Richard and asked him where he was - just 
past Trafalgar Square. This was good news for Jeremy. He was al1eaa of the 
bike! He reached Wandsworth Bridge. The speed limit finished there, and he 
could now go as fast as he liked. Jeremy felt like the fastest moving man in 
all of London. He was flying, coming close to 50 miles an hour! How could 
he lose now? He could see Tower Bridge ahead. His journey was seven 
miles longer than the others', but he was now going at 70 miles an hour. 
Not far to the airport now! 

Richard could use bus lanes, which was great, but of course he had to be 
careful not to crash inIDl the buses! He hated buses! Horrible things! When 
the traffic lights turned red he thought of cycling through them, but then he 
remembered that he was on TV, so he had to stop! When he got to Piccadilly 
he was delighted to see that there was a terrible traffic jam - he could go 
through the traffic, but James, in his Mercedes, would get stucl<. He got to 
Trafalgar Square, and then went into a cycle lane. From now on it was going 
to be easier ... 

He started off OK. He wasn't going fast but at a steady speed - until he 
was stopped by the police! They only wanted to check the permit for the 
cameraman in the back of the car, but it meant that he lost three or four 
valuable minutes! The traffic was getting wors Now he was going really 
slowly. 25 miles an hour, 23, 20 .. . 18 ... It was so frustrating! 
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Glossary 

b O\v read about the journeys by boar, bike, 
a nd car. Do you still think your predic tions 
in a 3 and 4 are righc? 

c Read the three journeys again and answer 
chc ques tions \Vith Je (Jeren1y), R (Richard), 
o r Ja (Jan1es). 

Who ... ? 

I D \Vas asked ro ho'v a piece of paper 

2 D \Vent n1uch faster in the later part of his 
iou rney 

3 L nearly did something il legal 
~ 

..J _ \Vent n1ore slo,vly in the later part of his 
iourney 

5 =:J \Vas happy to cc that there \Vas a lot of 
traffic 

6 D got slightly lost 
7 D had the 1nost exciting journey 

d Look at the nighlightclverbs and verb 
phrases. \Vi ch a partner, \Vork ouc chei r 
niea ning from context. 

e 2J9 >)) No\v listen to vvhat happened to The 
St ig. Follow his route on the n1ap. 

f Li ten again. \Vhat information or \varning 
do you hear 'vhen you are travelling on the 
Tube? 

g 2 lO l)) \.Vith a partner, \vrite do\vn the o rder 
in vvhich you no\v th ink the fo ur people 
arr ived . Then listen to ' " hat happened. 
\Vhat order did they arrive in? \Vhy do you 
think that Jeremy Clarkson \vas an noycd? 

h Think of your nearest big city. \Vh at kind 
of public transport is there? lf a race \vas 
orga ni zed there ber,veen a bike, a car, and 
public transport, \vhat order do you think 
thev \VOU Id arrive in? , 

i )ii- Communication I'm a tourist - can you 
help me? A p.104 B p.109. 

1 mile rhcunir ofdi;,tance uscd in rhc UK and che USJ\(=1.6 
kilon1crrc~): 15 n1ile;, =approx 25 kni 
The Stig nicl..na1nc gh·cn ro one of che 1nc1nbcrs of the Top Gear ream 
Oyster card a kind of travel card which you use ro rra,·el on public 
transport in London 
the Tube nickna1n e for the London l.Jndcrground 



4 GRAMMAR comparatives and superlat ives 

a Read the sentences. A re the h_ighlighced phrases r ight o r \vrong? 
Tick (.1) or cross (X) the111 and correcr rhe \vrong sentence . 

l C \Vhar's r e quicke '"a to gcr across London? 

2 0 Driving is 1 ringJ.ban going by t rain. 

3 0 The boat \Vas nearly a as_ fhan the bike. 

4 0 Oxford is ili_e amc dkJillJCJ fro n1 London a Brighton. 

s n There a ren't ~s nl__uch trains as t here were before on this Ii ne. 

6 r J Tt \Vas ill~ore exc iting j_o_u (J1C I've ever had. 

7 ~ · e ,,. r ' tin1 Cl· · to travel in London is bet\veen 
7.30 a.m. and 9.30 a.n1. 

8 ,- \Vomcn drive n1or.e ca.re(u I than men. 

b .>- p.136 Grammar Bank 3A. Learn 111ore about cornpararivcs and 
supe rlatives, and practise rhe111. 

5 PRONUNCIATION linking 

p Linking 
We often link words together in English, especially when we speak 
fast. We link words: 
1 when a word ends in a consonant sound and the next word begins 

with a vowel sound, e.g. more exciting ._, 
2 when a word ends in a consonant sound and the next word begins 

with the same consonant sound, e.g. a dangerous.....,cyclist 
3 when a word ends in !ti or Id / and the next word begins with . 11 or 

!ell, e.g. the biggest._,dog 

a ~14 >)) Listen and repeat the sentences. Try to link the niarked 
\vords and copy the rhythm. 

1 Riding_p motorbik~s more..,.exciting t han driving. 

2 The fastesUrair\_,only take~f"l1iouvnv half 

3 It 's more d ifficult.Jo drivet_pt night t han during the day. 

4 My father's worset_pt_,driving than my mother. 

s The most.dangerous road.Jn my towrus the ring road. 

b Talk co a par t ner. Fo r each g roup of th ree things con1pare the1n 
using the bold adjective, i.e. for 1 decide \vhich is t he 1n ost 
dangerous, and then con1pare the o ther t\VO. Say \vhy. 

l d a n gerou s: cycling; riding a n10torbike; driving 

2 easy: learning to drive; learning to ride a bike; learning to ride a 
horse 

3 re lax ing: flying; travelling by train; driving 

4 diff ic ult: sleeping on a tr<1in ; sleeping in a plane; sleeping on a 
bus 

S boring: bei ng stuck in a traffic ja n1; \Vaiti ng at an airport; waiting 
for a bus 

a m 

I think cycling is the most dangerous because 
sometimes drivers don't notice cyclists. Riding 
a motorbike is more dangerous than driving. 

6 LISTENING 
a Read the text and then talk to a partner. 

1 \Vhich of the e things do you (or people you 
kno,v) do \vhcn they arc driving? 

2 \Vhich do you think arc the most 
dangerous? run1bcr then1 1- 3 (1 = the n1 ost 
dangerous). 

3 Wh ich one do you t hink is the least 
dangerous? 

b Z,15>)) I O \ V listen to a safety expert. 
u n1 ber the act ivitics 1-7. \Vere your top 

three ri ght? 

c Listen again fo r n1ore inforrnation about 
each activity and \vhy it is dangerous. 



Which of these things 
are the most (and least) 

an erous 
when you're driving a car? 
A British car magazine tested drivers in a 
driving simulator. The drivers had to drive in 
the simulator and do the things in the list below. 

ffi Eating or drinking 

ffi Talking on a mobile (not 'hands f ree') 

ffi Setting or adjust ing a satnav 

ffi Listening to your favourite music 

ffi Listen ing to music you don't know 

ffi Sending or receiving text messages 

ffi Doing your hair or putting on make-up 

r: -
D 
D 
D 

7 SPEAKING 
a Look at the staten1ents below and decide 

\vhether you agree or disagree. Tick (.I) the 
o nes you agree >vi th and put a cross (.X) next 
to the ones you d isagree with. Think about 
your reasons. 

Slow drivers cause more accidents than 

fast drivers. 

People who drink and drive should lose 

their driving licence for li fe. 

Speed cameras do not stop accidents. 

Drivers who are over 70 are as dangerous as 

young drivers. 

Cyclists should have to wear helmets. 

The minimum age for rid ing a motorbike should 
be 25. 

The speed limit on motorways should be lower. 

b In groups, give your opinions on each 
statement. Try to use expressions fron1 the 
box. Do you agree? 

p Agreeing and disagreeing 
I agree I don't agree with this. 

with Juan. 

I think I don't think I you're right. 
t hat's 

I completely I tota_lly I agree. 
disagree. 

8 WRITING 

> p.115 Writing An article for a magazine. 
Write a magazine article about transport in 
you r to\vn or city. 

9 4) 16 i)) SONG 500 fvl iles 1' 


