






Task 1. Read the following abstracts. Identify their format and analyze language 
conventions. Are these abstracts concise enough? Do all of them show typical information 
format? Are verb tenses used appropriately? 

 
A. This paper aims to illustrate what discourse analysis is and how it can contribute to 

our understanding of family practice. Firstly, we describe what ‘discourse analysis’ is, 
mapping the discourse analysis terrain by discussing four studies relevant to primary care to 
illustrate different methodological approaches and key concepts. We then address the 
practicalities of how to actually do discourse analysis, providing readers with a worked 
example using one particular approach. Thirdly, we touch on some common debates about 
discursive research. We conclude by advocating that researchers and practitioners take up 
the challenge of understanding, utilizing and extending the field of discourse studies within 
family practice. 
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B. This study intends to determine the invariant/core meanings of verbs and particles 

in isolation and see how these meanings motivate the distribution of messages in English 
phrasal verbs. It also aims to see if the exposure to the core meanings of the individual items 
that make up a phrasal verb (i.e. verb and particle) helps Malaysian learners to use phrasal 
verbs appropriately in English writings. The linguistic data were extracted from the BNC 
corpus. Tobin (1990)’s concept of invariant meaning and Lakoff & Johnson (1980)’s notion 
of Conceptual Metaphor were used to determine the core meanings of the verbs and 
particles. The analyses showed that the identification of single invariant meaning of the 
verbs and particles is important as they contribute to the realisation of different senses of 
phrasal verbs. These invariant meanings were then applied as treatment with fifteen students 
in the experimental group whereas another group of fifteen students which was assigned as 
the control group was engaged into traditional instruction by providing the meanings of the 
phrasal verbs extracted from the Oxford Phrasal Verbs Dictionary. The inferential analyses 
through paired samples t-test and independent samples t-test for the taught items indicate 
that although both groups performed significantly better in post-tests compared to pre-tests, 
the experimental group which received the semantic-based explicit (verbs and particles in 
phrasal verbs) instruction outperformed (significantly) the control group which received 
traditional instruction.   
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