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Outline 

1. What is manipulation? Manipulations in media.  

2. Manipulation techniques and how to detect them. 

3. Fakes as a means of manipulation: 

 3.1 What is a fake 

 3.2 Types of fakes 

 3.3 How to spot a fake 
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Media literacy 

The ability to: 
• ACCESS 
• ANALYSE 
• EVALUATE 
• CREATE 
• ACT 

using all forms                                                                                                   
of mass communication 
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Word Cloud 

• Go to www.menti.com and use the code 93 11 62 7 

• Give 3 associations with the notion “MANIPULATION” 

http://www.menti.com/


Video 
• Film maker and writer Terry Jones discovers a colony of 

penguins, which are unlike any other penguins in the world.  

• Watch the video from the BBC official web-site: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9dfWzp7rYR4&t=5s 
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Your Brain Decides Without You 

 • In a world full of ambiguity, we see what we want to see.         
Or what others want us to see… 

The Duck/Rabbit Illusion  
(by Joseph Jastrow) 
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Manipulations in media 

 • Manipulation – a series of techniques of creating an image or 
argument that favours smb’s particular interests 
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Manipulation techniques   

 
1. “Sandwich” technique. Overlapping between materials of 
different kind, juxtaposition of positive and negative images.  

2. Referring to anonymous authority.  

3. Emotional appeal. Creating a certain emotional mood along 
with simultaneous transfer of information.  

4. Using false witnesses and experts adherent to some ideas. 
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False experts and witnesses 
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Manipulation techniques 

 
5. Underreporting of undesirable facts.  

6. Using euphemisms/disphemisms.  

7. Taking things out of context.   

8. Manipulations with numbers                                                                       
and images.  
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Key issues to analyze 
1. Who is the author? 

2. Whо раіd fоr it? 

3. Whо mіght bеnеfіt frоm thіѕ mеѕѕаgе? Whо mау it hаrm? 

4. Whаt wоuld ѕоmеоnе lеаrn frоm thіѕ? 

5. Whеn and hоw wаѕ іt released? 

7. Іѕ thіѕ a fact, or іѕ іt аn оріnіоn? 

8. Does the message appeal to emotions? 

9. Іѕ the ѕоurсе сrеdіblе, оr dо І nееd tо ѕееk аnоthеr ѕоurсе? 

10.  Are additional effects applied? (suspense music, camera angle, 
lighting, correlation of the visual and textual information, etc.) 
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Real news vs. fake news 

 
• Watch the video “Can You Tell Real News From Fake News?”: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ic7AyzKjI_4  

• Try to differentiate between real news and fake news. How many 
have you guessed correctly? 
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Fake 
• deliberate distribution of completely false or distorted 

information through social or news media to influence public 
opinion. 

• Misinformation – false information, but the person or media 
disseminating it believes that it is true and does not want to 
cause harm. 

• Disinformation – deliberate creation and spread of deceitful 
information aimed at doing harm to smb. 

• Malinformation – information based on reality, but used to 
inflict harm on a person, organization or country. 
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Manipulating information 

 

15 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Types of fakes 
• Error 

• Conspiracy Theory 

• Pseudoscience 

• Bogus 

 

• Propaganda 

• Clickbait 

• Sponsored Content 

• Satire and Hoax 
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Propaganda 

• Information that is spread to do damage to a cause or 
idea. It is not objective and appeals to the audience’s 
emotions. 

• Informing – informs and explains, BUT it does not offer 
solutions. Objective and unbiased.  

• Propaganda  –  informs,  explains, BUT also convinces, 
discredits and manipulates. Judgmental and persuasive. 
Can be positive and negative. 
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Anti-migrant propaganda  
in the 2016 UK Referendum 
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Clickbait 
• online content whose main purpose is to attract attention and 

encourage visitors to click on a link to a particular web page to 
foster rapid spread of rumor and misinformation online.        
(Rubin V. Deception, Detection & Rumour Debunking for Social Media. The SAGE Handbook of Social Media 
Research Methods, London: SAGE, 2017. P. 19)  

 

• Can be identified through certain linguistic                          
patterns: the use of suspenseful language,                     
unresolved pronouns, a reversal narrative                                              
style, forward referencing, image placement 

(Chen Y., Conroy N. J., Rubin V. L. Misleading Online Content: Recognizing Clickbait as "False News". 
Proceedings of the 2015 ACM on Multimodal Deception Detection, 2015. P. 15-19). 



Clickbait 



Sponsored Content 

• Watch the video “#LikeAGirl”: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XjJQBjWYDTs&t=75s  

• 68 mln views on YouTube. Part of a campaign to encourage 
confidence in young women.  

• Many praised the video and whole campaign for its 
empowering message. Others criticized it for being deceptive. 
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Satire and hoax 
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Error  



Conspiracy 

Source: www.rusvesna.su 
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Pseudoscience 

• the ‘science’ used to back up the theory rather than the theory 
itself. Topics concern: anti-vaccination movement, climate 
change denial, chemtrails, flat earther theories, etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Source: Tyler Vigen, Spurious Correlations) 



Pseudoscience 



Bogus 

• news that is completely fabricated, #Deepfake. 
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Fake news 

• Trump To Host Massive ‘I Beat Impeachment’ Party at White 
House This Weekend 

• Barack Obama Announces Plans To Get Elected As Italian Prime 
Minister 

• China Announces Plans To Sell Tibet To Highest Bidder 

• Man Who Bought a Pair of Dentures on Shopping App WISH 
Can Suddenly Speak Chinese 

• Extensive 10-Year Study Shows That People Who Own Cats are 
Cat Owners 

(Source: https://empirenews.net) 
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How to spot fake news 

• Watch the video “How to Spot Fake News - FactCheck.org”: 
https://youtu.be/AkwWcHekMdo  

• OR: “5 Ways To Spot Fake News”: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g2AdkNH-kWA  
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IMVAIN 

• Independent sources are preferable to self-interested 
sources. 

• Multiple sources are preferable to a report based on a single 
source. 

• Sources that Verify or provide verifiable information are 
preferable to those who merely assert. 

• Authoritative and/or Informed sources are preferable to 
sources who are uninformed or lack authoritative 
background. 

• Named sources are better than anonymous ones. 
 
(Source: IMVAIN Source Reliability Checklist by Noemi Lardizabal-Dado)  
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СRAAP Test 
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Fake news websites 

• NewsMutiny: http://www.newsmutiny.com 

• NewsBiscuit: http://www.newsbiscuit.com/ 

• EmpireNews: https://empirenews.net/ 

• Kramola: https://www.kramola.info/ 

• BBCcCNN: http://bbcccnn.org/ 

• UaReview: http://uareview.com/  

 

• List of Ukrainian fake news websites: 
https://www.stopfake.online/p/blog-page.html 

• Fake busters: www.detector.media, “Anti-zombie”  
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Quotation 
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Thank you for attention! 

• Based on materials developed by IREX, Academy of Ukrainian Press (AUP) and 
StopFake. 
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